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The following Diſcourſe was occaſioned by the late glorious 
victory at Ramilly, and the other ſucceſſes of the arms of 
her Majeſty, and her Allies, in the Spaniſh Netherlands, 
under the command of his Grace the Duke of Marlborough; 

and by the other Succeſſes in Spain, under the conduct of 
the Earls of Peterborough and Galloway, 


The Sum whereof was delivered in a Sermon on the General 
Thankſgiving Day, June 27, 1706. 


T0 THE 
MOST ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCESS, 
HER GRACE 


The Ducheſs of Marlborough: 
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MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE, 


Waite the beſt of Queens is 
ſo nobly employed, in uniting. her Britannick 
nations, and ſo ſucceſsful in aſſerting the li- 
berty of Europe, and the rights of men; and 
while the Great Marlborough is gathering 
freſh laurels, and erecting new trophies abroad 
to the perpetual honour of his Prince and 
Country, as well as of himſelf and family, and 
to the laſting advantage of the Proteſtant inte- 
reſt, and all her Majeſty's allies: to whom 
ſhould a book, penned by that light, and en- 
livened by that warmth, which flows from them 
both, be dedicated; but to her, who has ſo 
A. 2 eminent 


iv | DEDICATION. | 
eminent a ſhare in the favour of the one, and is 
the neareſt relative to the other. 

It is from hence, that the author has aſ- 
ſumed the boldneſs to think, that your Grace 
would not be diſpleaſed with a treatiſe, which 
is ſacred, next to God and truth, to her moſt 
excellent Majeſty, and the moſt illuſtrious 
Marlborough. 

In this confidence, and with this hope, this 
' ſmall piece is, with all humility, inſcribed to 
your Grace, by one, who ſincerely honours 
the renowned name, illuſtrious family, and 
noble relatives of the hero of Britain, and 
conqueror of France; and who is, with molt 
profound reſpec, | 


MAY rr AGE YOUR GRACE, 


Your Grace's moſt humble, 


And moſt obedient ſervant, 


ROB. FLEMING. 


| 


TO 


THE READER. 


I order to prevent thoſe reflections which may be 
thrown upon me, through miſtake or prejudice, I 
thought it . 7 not be amiſs to premiſe theſe follow= 
ing conſiderations, in relation to this diſcourſe : 

I. That I had no deſign, at firſt, of publiſhing 
any thing of this kind: but my thoughts having 
grown upon me, I apprehended that ſuch a diſcourſe 
as this, might not be unſeaſonable at this time; to 
eſtabliſh all loyal ſubjects in the firm belief of the 
juſt right her Majeſty has to the Crown, and to incite 
them to honour and ſerve her more and more ; and, 
if poſſible, to open the eyes of miſled men, ſo as to 
leſſen the number of thoſe, who are diſaffected to 
the Government, from a fooliſh and viſionary notion, 
of uninterrupted lineal ſucceſſions from Adam, and I 
ſuppoſe from Cain too, ſeeing he was his eldeſt ſon. 
In expoſing this notion, perhaps I may be thought to 
be ſometimes not only too pleaſant, but even ſatyrical 
alſo. But the reader will ſee, that it is only then, 
when I could not well avoid it; for otherwiſe it is 
what I never affect; as I can honeſtly ſay, that I am 
not prejudiced againſt the perſon of any Facovite in 
the world, though I am a real enemy to that caufe. 
+; But when ! ſpeak againſt pretended Adamili- 
cal J Noachical ſucceſſtons, 1 n no perſon will 
be 
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vi TO THE READ ER. 


be ſo ridiculous as to think that I am againſt the 
hereditary ſucceſſion of princes, or the title that ſuch 
have from father to ſon, or that I do ſo much as 
impugn the jus divinum of ſuch princes, where ſuc- 
ceſſion is the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of a nation: for 
I own the Britiſb crown to be thus ſucceſſive, as that 
of Poland is elective. But then I do not derive this 
right of ſucceſſive monarchs from Adam or Noah, but 
from the national conflitution, as it is ſettled by the 
agreement and determination of the legal and 
proper repreſentatives of theſe nations, in a free 


aſſembly. 
3- And I ſuppoſe, it muſt be the reſult of a wil- 


ful prejudice, if any man ſhould charge me as abetting 


or favouring the former times of rebellion and con- 
fuſion; ſeeing no man that 1s in his ſenſes, can ſup- 
poſe that an army can be a juſt parallel of a legal con- 


wention or parliament. It would therefore be a ridi- 


culous inference, to conclude, that becauſe I aſſert 
that boſe princes have the beſt of titles to a crown, 
that poſſibly can be, who are choſen and inaugurated 
by the proper and legal repreſentatives of a nation, in a 
free aſſembly; that, I ſay, it ſhould be inferred from 
thence, that I had any deſign to inſinuate, or were 
indeed ſo nonſenſical, as to infer, that a man can de- 
rive the ſame juſt title to the ſupreme power and 
authority, who aſſumes it, without any ſuch choice of 
the nation, declared by their proper repreſentatives, 

4. And, in caſe any man think, that I derive my 
notions of government from Mr. Sidney or Mr. Lock; 
I muſt own my ignorance of their writings ſo far, as 


to declare, that I never read ten ſentences in the for- 


mer, nor ten pages in the latter. Thus may perhaps 
be to my diſhonour, ſeeing they were, both of them, 
men of eminent parts. But I have ever kept ſo cloſe 
to divinity, that I never cared to dip too deep in 
ſtudies ſo different from it, as this ſeemed to be: and 
therefore, though I have ſeen theſe books again an 
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ro THE READER, vii 


again in bookſellers ſhops, I contented myſelf with 
caſting my eyes upon the title pages, and the gene- 
ral argument of both. Nor had I touched upon this 
ſubject now, had I not been inſenſibly drawn to ſay 
ſomething this way, purſuant to the ſcope of the 
text, Whether theretore my notions be materially 
the ſame or not with $Sid4ney's and Lock's, Iam not 
concerned; having drawn mine wholly from ſcripture, 
and thoſe reaſons of the Divine procedure, with reſpect 
to mankind in general, as well as the Iſraeliliſß nation 
in particular, which I look upon to be calculated for 
all national ſocieties, that would approve themſelves 
to be compoſed of free as well as reaſonable creatures. 
And I think I have been ſo far from laying down any 
thing this way, that is either unreaſonable or inde. 
fenſible, that I am of opinion, that we cannot other- 
wiſe fatisfy either our reaſon or conſcience, in the 
national changes and revolutions, that happen ſo fre- 
quently in the world, than from the principle or 
principles which I have laid down. But, as this is 
my fart eſſay of this kind, ſo I deſign it ſhall be my 
laft ; unleſs I be obliged, in ſelf-defence, to vindicate 
what I have ſaid. | 

5. And ſure it muſt be pure malice itſelf, that 
can incite any man, ſo much as to inſinuate, that I 
am for any material change in the e/tablifbed church, 
any more than in the fate. I were not indeed a 
diſſenier from it, if I did not think, that ſome circum- 
ſtantials might be altered for the better: but ſeeing 
the guides thereof are of another mind, I can differ 
from them in ſuch circumſtantials and ceremonials, 
and yet honour and eſteem them in other reſpects ; 
for I am ſure I agree with them in all the eſſentials 
of the Chriftian faith, which I am more concerned 
for, a thouſand times over, than for the rituals of any 
party whatſoever. But I have already ſo vindicated 
the Proteſtant diſſenters, in this, as well as in other 
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Vii TO THE READER, 
reſpects, (fee the dedication before Chriftology,) that 
I do not think that the Facobites themſelves will care 
to meddle with me on this head. 
6. Some well-meaning-men may perhaps think 
J have done amiſs, that I have mentioned ſo many 
miſtakes in the preſent copies of the Firſt Book of 
Chronicles. But ſeeing Mr. Whifton did this before 
me, I ſee not why I might not be allowed to do it 
again. And ſure, if they be to be found there, it is 
no fault to obſerve them; if it were but to rectify, as 
J have ſaid, the narrow and hurtful: notions of ſuch 
honeſt but weak men. And, as we are not to lie or 
prevaricate, out of a pretence of honouring revelation, 
or even God himſelf; fo I think ſuch ſort of eſcapes 
of the ſcribes, tend rather to the honour of God and 
revelation: for, by this means we ſee, that at the 
fame time that God ſuffered ſcribes to miſtake, he 
took effectual care, that no material or uſeful truth 
Mould be loſt; ſo that here, as well as in other caſes, 
God's ſtrength is ſeen in, and ſet off and illuſtrated, and 
I may ſay allo, made perſect by human weakneſs. It 
was fit that every perſon and thing that is human, 
ſhould be diſcovered to be more or leſs imperfect. 
The Hebrew and Greek letters and words are human 
things, as well as the Engliſh verſion of theſe; but the 
ſenſe conveyed through them is divine. And this 
God has ever preſerved and taken care for; ſo as that 
it is now as purely derived to us, as if a miraculous 
preſence of God had been with every amanuenſis and 
ſcribe that wrote, down from Moſes to our time. 
The ſcripture-revelation is therefore the more re- 
 markable, even upon this very account, that there 
are ſuch eſcapes in our copies, as being ſtill either 
in minuter things; or, if in doctrinal points of con- 
ſequence, yet ſo, as that theſe are ſo preſerved in the 
main, as that we have the ſame points as fully de- 
clared, as we can reaſonably deſire, in other places, 
about which there can be no diſputg. 


7. One 


TO THE READER, ix 


7, One thing further I would inform the reader 
of, viz. That in caſe he look upon any thing in this 
treatiſe as too florid and juvenile, or, as it may be 
ſaid, poetical, for the pulpit, I do readily agree with 
him in the ſame opinion: for, though a man may be 

ermitted, even there, to be ſomething more florid, 
upon ſuch an occaſion, than at other times, yet I durſt 
not even then allow myſelf to give reins to my ima- 

ination, as to ſome things which are now printed: 
Though therefore I preached the ſame doctrine that 
is here proſecuted, and ſaid the ſame things then, for 
ſum and ſubſtance, both as to matter, method, and 
improvement, yet I allowed not myſelf to run out in 
that way, as to many words and periods, wherein 
now it appears. But what would not have ſuited the 
pulpit, may yet, I hope, be allowed of from the preſs ; 
eſpecially when we conſider, not only the /o/emnity of 
the occaſion and day, but the nature of my /ubje#? like- 
wiſe; which I could not think of, far leſs expatiate 
upon, without finding my mind filled with the bright 
ideas of heroes and heroical actions. And if my mind 
was unavoidably led out, to harmonize thus both with 
the text and preſent joyful occaſſon, it was impoſſible, 
but that it muſt be ſuppoſed, ſo to dictate my words, 
and ſo to direct my pen, as to oblige me to run out, 
at leaſt now and then, in ſuch ſtrains as I ſhould nor 
eaſily have given way to, at another time, or upon a 


different ſubject. | 
8. But, after all, when I conſider not only in 


what a hurry I penned this diſcourſe, but how haſtily 
I am obliged to publiſh it, with reſpect to that decorum 
that is to be obſerved upon ſuch occaſions, in refe- 
rence to the time and ſeaſon, I queſtion nor, but that 
there may be ſeveral omiſſions, as well as other im- 
© perfections, that may be taken notice of in it; which, 
perhaps, might have been eaſily avoided, had I 
written and publiſhed it with the ſame OR 
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X TO THE READER, 


that I have done ſome other things. I muſt therefore 
the reader to make due allowances, if he meet 
with ſuch miſtakes, and to act to me, in this, as he 
would deſire I ſhould act to him, were he the author, 
and I his reader; which is no more than Chriſt re- 
quires of him, according to the common ſtandard of 
juſtice; and which therefore I cannot think any true 


_ chriſtian can, in reaſon or 1 deny me. 
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I CHRON, xi. 9, 10, &c. 


So David waxed greater and greater: for the Lord of 
hoſts was with him. 

Theſe alſo are the chief of the mighty men whom David 
bad, who ſtrengi bened themſelves with him in his king- 
dom, and with all iſrael, io make him king, according 
to the word of the Lord concerning Iſrael. 

And this is the number of the mighty men whom David 
had; Jaſbobeam an Hachmonite, the chief of the cap- 
tains, SSW. 


| MONGST the many emblematical repreſenta- 
tions which have been made of illuſtrious 
princes and heroes, the moſt natural and proper 
ſeems to be that, where the conqueror is ſet forth, 
nobly mounted on a prancing Bucephalus, trampling 
upon livid envy, vizarded detraction, and ſnaky 
malice; with his priſoners manacled and chained, 
marching ſlowly along (together. with the other 
ſpoils of war) with ſuch looks, and in ſuch poſtures, 
as diſcover an equal mixture of vexation and dejec- 
tion; whilſt crowds of people, mixed with his 
guards, are ſeen to run and dance along, accenting 
thus their loud huzzas, and repeated acclamations, 
with geſtures ſuited to ſo joyful an occaſion; at the 
ſame time that ſwift and blooming Fame diſcovers 
herſelf hovering above 5 darling, at once trumpet- 
2 ing 
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ing forth his praiſes, and wreathing. his head with 
freſh laurels. The triumphing hero mean while 


going forward with a ſtately mien and ſhining coun- 


tenance, managing himſelf with ſuch an exact deco- 
rum, as diſcovers an equal mixture 'of majeſty and 
love, and gives ſufficient indication of a mind ſo 
compoſed, and a ſoul ſo tempered, as neither to be 
unduly elevated with human applauſe and proſpe- 
rity, nor indecently pleaſed with the trouble and 
diſgrace even of his worſt enemies. 

But ſuch emblematical repreſentations are more 
curious than laſting; and therefore ingenious and 


inventive minds have made it their ſtudy, to try all 


ſorts of methods, to perpetuate the memory of 
illuſtrious perſons and heroic actions. For this 
end not only have curious pictures been drawn, both 
in freſco and colours, but coins and medals have 
been ſtruck; inſcriptions engraved on the moſt 
durable braſs and hardeſt marble; ſtatues and images 
ſet up; columns, obeliſks and triumphant-arches 
erected; and even the vaſteſt fabricks built, ſuch as 
temples, circuſes, pyramids, and mauſolæums. 
| Thus, in former ages, have artiſts of all ſorts 
been employed, and have induſtriouſly laboured, at 
ſeveral times, and in different ways, to outvie one 
another, in order to reach this end. But, though 
limners and painters, medaliſts, minters and foun- 
ders, ſculptors and engravers, ſtatuaries and architects, 
have done their utmoſt this way, yet the pen has 
ever carried away the prize from them all. Hence 
it is, that Achilles and Ulyſſes owe more to poor 
Homer than to all Greece befides. The once vaſt 
cities of Niniveh and Babylon could not have preſerved 
the leaſt account of their founders, had not the 
' hiſtorian ſupplied the defect. For the want of this 
the prodigious pyramidical fabricks have forgot even 
the very names of thoſe princes that built them. 
And were it not for the pen of Maſes, men had 4 
this 
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this day been equally at a loſs, as to the origin of the 
world itſelf, and ofthe human race that now inhabits it. 
Whereas, by the benefit of the Moſaical account, we 
know who were our firſt parents, who the firſt inven- 
tors of arts, and who the firſt founders of kingdoms. 
By virtue of this, the great Seh wants not his ſup- 
poſed pillars, mentioned by Jeſepbus, but is known 
without them, as is likewiſe the greater Enoch. 
Antiq. lib. 1. c. 3. Nor do the famous patriarchs, 
princes, prophets, apoſtles, and other illuſtrious per- 
ſons of former ages, ſtand in need of any other mo- 
nument to perpetuate their memory, than that of the 
ſacred hiſtory, by which their names are ſufficiently 
immortalized. And, were it not for the writings of 
ſome authors that now remain, neither the great 
Cyrus, Alexander, or Cæſar, had ſo much as been 
known or heard of at this day. | 
I readily grant, that as all other arts, ſo that of 
writing has been exceedingly perverted ; inſomuch, 
that at ſometimes even the beſt of men have been re- 
preſented as monſters, and the greateſt tyrants painted 
forth as if they had been the greateſt heroes, But 
then certainly it deſerves our ſerious obſervation, that 
Divine Providence has ever interpoſed ſo far, as, more 
or leſs, to clear up the memory of the innocent, and 
to diſcover the wickedneſs of others. And thus God 
conſtantly, in ſome meaſure or other, and often very 
remarkably and wonderfully, has ever made good hjs 
own word: That the righteous ſhall be in everlaſiing 
remembrance, but that the name of the wicked ſhall rot. 
Pſal. cxii. 6. Prov. x. 7. | 
But whatever mean and ill-natured authors may 
be ſuppoſed to do, I am ſure, that generous ſouls 
muſt neceſſarily find themſelves under a kind of di- 
vine impulſe from within, to render lo all men what 
is their due, fear lo whom fear, and honour to whom honours 
Rom. xiii. 7. And therefore all ſuch perſons muſt 
needs reckon themielves obliged, and find themſelves 
incited, 
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incited, to celebrate virtue and virtuous perſons, but 


_ eſpecially thoſe whole bravery and worth is ſo ex- 
tenſively and diffuſively influential, as juſtly to entitle 


them to the character of true heroes and publick 


bene fadtors. 


From this principle, and for this end, even the 


Spirit of God directed the ſacred hiſtorians of old, to 


beſtow due eulogies upon thoſe noble and brave men, 
that rendered their church and country happy by their 


' proweſs and gallantry. An eminent inſtance of which 


we have now before us, in this chapter of the firſt book 
of Chronicles, where a catalogue 1s given of the moſt 
eminent officers of David's army. And fo peculiarly 
does the hiſtorian, nay God himſelf, evidence his con- 


cern to perpetuate the memory of thoſe gallant ſoldiers, 


that he thought it proper to give us this liſt of their 


names twice over; for we find the ſame regiſter, 
though with ſome ſmall variation, in the ſecond book 
of Samuel, chap. xxiii. from the 8 verſe to the end. 


But to come to the main of the ſubject, we have 
three heads to diſcourſe of diſtinctly, viz. 

I. David himſelf. ys 

II. His worthies. | 

III. The ſpecial providence of God, in relation 

to. both him and them. 
I. Concerning David. x 
In order to form the better idea of this great 


prince, we muſt previouſly conſider the ſtate and con- 


ſtitution of the nation of Vrael, as eftabliſhed and 
ſettled at firſt, And to underſtand this perfectly, it 
is neceſſary to run as far bacxward as even the firſt 
origin of men. 

Whether the human race was deſigned to come 


in the room of the apoſtate angels, I ſhall not now 


inquire ; but two things I am equally certain of, viz. 
That the eternal Logos, or Son of God, (who has now 


aſſumed our nature, and is Known to us by the name 
of Jeſus Chet) was the immediate efficient both of 


the 
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me world and man; and that he did at firſt deſign to 
erect the family of mankind into a Taeockarty, 
or rather LococRarTy, that is, into a divine govern- 
ment, under his own immediate precedency as king of 
men. 

But Satan having prevailed upon our fifſt 
parents to join intereſts with him againſt their natu- 
ral and rightful prince, the deſign ſeemed to be 
wholly broken and laid aſide for a time, but Chrift, 
who could neither be outwitted nor defeated by the 
grand apoſtate, grafts a new plan upon this very 
Occurrence; a contrivance ſo admirable and noble, 
as ſwallows up all human thought, and which there- 
fore I dare not allow myſelf to launch forth into at. 
this time, but hope to be able to preſent the world 
with an uncommon, though ſcriptural account of 
this ſubject, in it's proper place, 
| All that I ſhall ſay here is, that the Logos, moved 
with pity to poor loſt man, with juſt indignation 
againſt Satan, and a deep concern for the father's 
honour and his own reputation, reſolves to make 
human nature triumph over the diabolical, and for 
this end engages himſelf to become the fizderal bead of 
men, and thus to act Adam's part over again, though 

another way, in order to regain what he had ſo ſoon 
and ſo ſhamefully loſt. | 5 

Man being thus in a lapſed and ſinful ſiate, but 
rendered /alvable, by virtue of this undertaking of the 
Logos ; hence a perpetual ſtruggle and conflict - fol- 
lowed between him and Satan; the yſurper labouring 
to preſerve his new conqueſts, and the Logos to re- 
gain them; the corruption of human nature inclining 
men to continue under the Hrant, at the ſame time 
that reaſon, duty, and intereſt ought to have engaged 
all of them to quit his intereſts, and fall in with that 
of their true and rightful Lord. ON | 
| In what manner, and with what various ſucceſs, 
the kingdoms of Chriſt and Satan have ſtruggled and 
gone on in the world, hiſtory may, in part, inform 
5 2 7 ; 1 "+ p : a | 4 N ' us 
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us, if wiſely conſidered. I ſhall, at preſent, confine 


myſelf ro a few ſtrictures. 

Adam and his poſterity being brought under a 
diſpenſation of grace, by virtue of this undertaking of 
the Logos, diſcovered in the firft declaration thereof, 
Gen. ili. 15, which is commonly called the i promiſe : 
the offer of Chriſt appears plainly to be this, viz. to 
take men under his protection and guardianſhip, in 
erder to govern and /avethem. For which end, as he 
was to rule them as reaſonable and free creatures, and 
as ſuch conſequently that were /al/vab/e, though in- 
ners; ſo likewiſe to ere& them into regular ſoctetres, 
under the immediate government of thoſe, whom he 
ſhould judge moſt proper to act under him as his 
vice-gerents on earth. 

Whilſt Adam lived, there could be no compe- 
tition: and had the Logos been for a jure divino uninler- 
rupted lineal ſucceſſion of princes down from him, his 
eldeft fon Cain muſt have been prince of the whole 
world, notwithſtanding his impiety, and conſequent. 
ly moral incapacity, of being a fit perſon to be vice- 
gerent under the Logos. I ſhall not inquire here, 
whither Cain and Abel were not competitors, as to 
ſuperiority and precedency this way, when they 
brought their offerings before God: though I am apt 


to think that this was the caſe, and that it was upon 


this pg and the preference given to Abel, that 
Cain murdered him; as Eſau did afterwards deſign 
to have ſerved Jacob, had not God prevented it. But 
ler this be as men pleaſe, ſure I am that his younger 
brother Selb was preferred before him, and that he 
was reckoned Adam's ſucceſſor, though born after 
Azcl's murder, and Cain's expulſion from Adam's family, 
as we ſee Gen. iv. 25. And I do humbly ſuppoſe 
that Eve's words denote as much when ſhe calls his 
name, Seth, i. e. fixed, confliluted or appointed, giving this 
as the reaſon, becauſe God has appointed me another ſeed, 
inſiegd of Abel, whom Cain flew. ' And perhaps 1 

; this 
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this Seth that is mentioned in Numb, xxiv. 17. from 
whom all mankind are denominated: for both 
Cain's poſterity, and that of all the other children of 
Adam, was totally deſtroyed by the deluge, ſo that 
he might well give name to the poſt-diludians, ſeeing 
from him Noah, and conſequently all others of them, 
did ſpring. However certain it is, that Adam had 
many children, nay, and grand-children, beſides Cain 
and his family, before Se/þ was born, as is plain to 
any that will compare Gen. iv. 14. with v. 25. fo 
that the Logos was fo far from tying himſelf up to 
the next to Abel in point of birth, nor yet to Abel's 
poſterity, in caſe he left any, that he made choice of 
Seth, who was born, at leaſt, an hundred years after 
Cain and Abel. For we mult not judge of Adam, as 
of his poſterity, ſeeing he was created in the full 
vigour of manhood; whereas they had infancy, 
childhood and youth to run through, before they 
reached it. And therefore I lapk upon it as a very 
_ precarious ſuppoſition, that all the patriarchs men- 
tioned in the gth chapter of Gengſis were the eldeſt 
ſons. For the deſign of Mo/es is only to give us the 
names of thoſe _ were the heads of Adam's polte- 
rity in the line of Seh. When therefore he ſays, that 
Seth lived 105 years and begat Fared, it does not ſay 
that Fared was his firſt-born; any more than he 
would have us to think that Seth was Adam's firſt- 
born, when he ſays, and Adam /ived 1 30 years and be 
begat a ſon, in bis own likeneſs after bis image, and cal-— 
led bis name Seth; adding, and the days of Adam, after 
he had begotten Seth, were 800 years, and he begal ſons 
and daughters. For though from theſe words, ab- 
ſtractly conſidered, we might be apt to think, that 
Adam had no children until he was 1 30 years old, yet 
we are aſſured from the fourth chapter, n6t only that 
he had Cain and Abel, but a vaſt number of children 
beſides, if not grand-children alſo, as we ſee v. 14. 
where Cain expreſſes his fear, leſt any one that found him 
C ſhould 
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ſhontd kill bim; which ſuppoſes not only that Adam 


had other ſons (unleſs we ſhould fall in with the 


| fooliſh notion of the Pre-Adamites) but ſuch alſo 


who were grown up, as to be ſingly a match, if not 
alſo an over-match for him: nor is there any reaſon 
to wonder how mankind came to be ſo numerous by 
this time. For Adam and Eve being created, in all 
the vigour and perfection of human nature, it is pro- 


bable that Cain was born the ſame year, and was 129 


years of age, when Seth was born. And if we ſhould 
ſuppoſe that Adam and Eve had but one child in two 
years, to what a vaſt multitude might men have riſen 
againſt the 130th year of Adam's age? And yet there 
is reaſon to think that they had at leaſt one child for 
every year, for Eve might perhaps ſometimes have 
twins. But let us only ſuppoſe, that Adam had but 
10 children in 30 years, * yet theſe 
A. M.] Men. and their poſterity might multiply 
_ f ,:?* into no fewer than 100,000, in 130 

| 2 | 1066 years. Nay, Cain himſelf, who 
120. | 10,0000 Perhaps was not a year younger 
130. | 100,000 than his father, might be multi- 
plied into as many as this amounts 


to; ſo that we need not wonder, if he built a city after 


his expulſion from his father's preſence and family, 
where as yet the Sheckniah manifeſted himſelf. And 
if Cain might have had 100,000, deſcended from him at 
this time, and if we ſuppoſe that Adam had 5o chil- 
dren of his own body inſtead of 10, in 130 years, 

which is no unreaſonable ſuppoſition) mankind 
may be conjectured to have amounted to ſeveral mil- 
lions when S was born, So that I do not think 
it any way improbable, that there were as many men, 
women and children then in the world, as there are 
now in England. But to return. 


As it is certain that Selb was a younger ſon of 


Adam, and yet choſen and appointed to be the ſecond 
pairiarch or emperor of the world: ſo it is not incre- 


OA dible 
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Jible that ſome of his ſucceſſors, if not all, were 
younger ſons likewiſe. For it 1s, I think, a very pre- 
carious notion, that thoſe old patriarchs were mere 
children for 60 or 70, or 100 years, becauſe we read 
not of their begetting their ſucceſſor till about that 
time at ſooneſt. Whereas, if my notion take place, 
that the prince was ele&ed without regard to age, as 
God did direct and appoint, we need not have re- 
courſe to ſo idle a dream. And I am ſure that this 
way we thall attain to a much clearer idea of the vaſt 
difference of the patriarchs, in relation to the age of 
the fathers; when we read, 
That Seth was born when Adam was aged 130. 
Enos born when Selh was aged = los. 
Cainan when Enos was E Tn 


a * 115 90. | 
Mahalaleel when Cainan wass = = 70. 
Jared when Mabalaleel was = - = = 6x5. 


Enoch when Jared was 162. 
Methuſelah when Enoch was - 6. 
Lamech when Methuſelah was = = = = 187. 
Noah when Lamech wass — < 182. 
For, if indeed Mabalaleel, Jared and Mathuſelab, were 
the eldeſt ſons of their fathers; yet it is unlikely that 
Enos or Cainan, but eſpecially Enoch, Lamech or Neah, 
were ſuch. 
Olject. But why ſhould this be incredible, 
when it is ſaid of Noah, that he was 500 years old 
before he had his three ſons. 
An. I look upon his caſe to be very ſingular 
this way; and that Noah being grieved with the uni- 
verſal wickedneſs of the old world, and aſſured of 
the coming of the deluge, might be under a peculiar 
direction from God, to act a different part from all 
his predeceſſors. For from theſe conſiderations he 
might juſtly be induced not to marry ſo ſoon as 
others, and having three ſons, to order affairs ſo, 
that they might not marry until that very time that 
the flood came, that ſo he and his wife, and his ſons 
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and their: wives, might have no incumberance of 
young children. when they ſhould be in the ark, 
where they were to have work enough of a different 
ſort. 

But however this be, ſtill the further we pro- 
ceed downwards, the more eminent inſtances we 
have of God's over-ruling matters ſo, that the younger 
brother ſhould be choſen to be Prince before the elder. 
For Shen, who had the firſt bleſſing, and conſe. 
quently was the ſucczflor of Noah, and the ſecond 
patriarch and prince of the poſt- dilwvians, was, if not 
the youngeſt ſon, yet younger than Japbet. Gen. 
x. 11. And of Sben's ſons Arphaxad, (compare 


Gen. x. 21, 22. with Chap. xi. 10, Sc.) though 


the third only, was he in whom the bleſſing, and 
conſequently the precedency, was continued. And, 


in like manner, there 1s juſt reaſon to conclude, that 


Abram was a younger ſon of Terab, as it is certain 
1ſaac was Atraham's ſecond fon, and that Jacob was 
remarkably referred to the right and dignity of the 
primogentlure, even contrary to his father's deſign. 
Thus likewiſe of Jacob's twelve ſons Ne, 
though the youngeſi but one, came to have the 


cedency and authofity, and after him Moſes, 57 a 


ſpecial choice and commiſſion from God. 

But, left any umbrage ſhould be given of an 
bereditary governor, who might pretend to be ruler, in 
right of his father; the Logos (who had hitherto ever 
over-ruled things lo,” we, men might even own him 
to be their ſupreme king) did ſo order matters, that 
Foſhua, a wan of another tribe, than that from whence 
Mofes ſprung, ſhould ſucceed. 

And, in like manner, when he died, God took 
care to chuſe a vice-gerent, from time to time, that 
mould have the firſt and principle hand, in all mat- 
ters of conſequence. Thus Caleb ſucceeded to Foſhua. 
And, after him, God raiſed up ſucceſſively, and at 
different times, Otbniel, Ebud, Deborah, Gideon, Abi- 

melech, 


- 
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melech, Tola, Fair, Jepiba, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samſon, 
Eli, and laſtly, Samuel. 
Now, ſeeing the Logos had, from the very be- 
ginning of time, ever acted ſo, in the choice of the 
firſt ruler, as never to allow of any thing like an 
exact lineal ſucceſſion, no wonder that he kept ſtrictly 
by this rule, with reſpe& to Vrael, whoſe king he 
himſelf was in a moſt proper ſenſe. And therefore, 
though he did not reſtrict the nation from modelling 
themſelves into a monarchy like other nations; yet he 
expreſsly guards againſt their having the choice of 
him, and reſerves this to himſelf. When thou art 
come into the land, which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
and ſhalt peſſeſs it, and ſhalt dwell therein, and ſhall ſay, 
1 will fel a king over me, like as al! the nations that are 
about me: thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet him (i. e. ſuch a 
perſon) king over thee, whom the Lord thy God hall 
chooſe, &c. Deut. xvii. 14, 15. So that God was 
reſolved, whether a judge or a king ſhould be ſet up, 
that ſtill he ſhould be choſen by himſelf, and there. 
fore ſhould never be his rival but his lieutenant, 
_ deputy or vice-gerent only. | 3 55 

When therefore the elders of Yael did demand 
a king, they durſt not go about the election of one 
themſelves, but came to Samuel, requiring him to 
give them one, (1 Sam. vill. 4, 5.) i. e. to conſult 

God, as to the perſon that was moſt proper to rule 

them in that capacity. 
No, at firſt view, one might be apt to think 
that they did nothing in all this but what was juſti- 
fiable, and may therefore wonder why Samuel, nay, 
and God himſelf was ſo angry with them. 

But if we conſider things a little more cloſely, 

we ſhall find that there was here no leſs than a 
ſecret combination againſt God and the conſtitution 
of his government. Had they indeed come, and 
deſired Samuel to conſult God whither they might 
not be allowed to have a king after Samuel's deceaſc, 
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they had acted a dutiful part: But to come reſolved 
to have a king, and to limit God only to the perſon, 
and that whilit Samuel was alive, was materially to 
throw off the immediate government of God. They 


— were weary of a divine government, where holy pro- 


phets bare rule under God and for him. And there- 
fore they lay hold upon the popular handle of the 
miſmanagement of Samue!'s ſons, and improve it po- 


litically, to over-turn the beocraly itlelt, with a de- 


fign to lay a foundation of licentiouſneſs, and of — 
acting as they pleafed, by changing the philoſophical 
er divine judge or ruler, into a military and ſecular 
prince, in hopes of obtaining a freedom this way of 
acting, as other nations did in matters that related 
both to polity and religion. 

No wonder then, if Samuel ſaw through their 
ſpecious pretence, and was diſpleaſed with them; 
and that Gd, Who knew their hearts and ſecret 
deſigns, ſhould ſay in anſwer to Samuels prayer, 
They bave not rejected thee, but they bave rejected me, 
that I foould not reign over them. According to all the 
works which they have done, ſince the day that I brought 
them up out of Egypt, even unto this day, wherewih they 
kawe forſaken me and ſerved other Gods: ſo do they alſo, 
(i. e. in this particular) uno thee; (1 Sam. viii. 7, 8.) 


1. e. this is their deſign at preſent, in what they 


deſire of thee, that they may lay a foundation of 
over-turning that druvine conſtitution of government 
which I have brought them under, in order to their 
acting the ſame lawleſs and licentious part that other 


nations have done. So that their rejecting of thee— | 


from being jzdge, is ultimately levelled againſt me, 
and is materially a rejecting. me from being their 


king. 


And, by this we fee, how concerned God was, 


—that no prince ſhould be his rival, as to ſupreme 


regal power. | | 
But this appears yet further in the ſequel of this 
| hiſtory. 
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hiftory. For, in order to deter them from perſiſting 
in their deſiring an unlimited prince (for this was 
what they would have been at) God gives Samui a 
charge to paint forth the miſeries that ſuch a de/po- 
tick ruler would bring upon them and their poſterity; 
which Samuel docs accordingly. This will be the 
manner of the king that ſhall reign over you ; he will take 
your ſons, and appoint them for himſelf, for his chariots, 
and to be bis horſemen, and fome ſhall run before his cha- 
riots, &c. And be will take your daughters to be cou- 
fettionaries, and to be cooks, and to be batters. And be 
will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your olive 
yards, even the beft of them, and give them to bis ſer- 
wants, &c. And ye ſhall be bis Jervants, (i. e. ſlaves, 
for there were no other ſort of ſervants of old.) 
And ye ſhall cry out in that day, becauſe of your king, 
. which ye ſhall have choſen you ; and the Lord will not hear 
you in that day. * | 
So that it is plain, that it was an nnlimited king, 

or, in other words, a yrant, that they were ſo madly 
ſet upon, and that God was ſo juſtly inraged againſt 
them, upon the account of. From whence two co- 
rollaries do neceſſarily follow. 1. That God was 
ever an enemy to an unlimited and abſolute government. 
2. That there have ever been a degenerate and licen- 
tious generation of high-fiying perſons, who, rather 
than be tied up by the rules of religion and morality, 
have choſen to buoy up arbitrary princes and {yranni- 
cal government, in hapes of being arbitrary themſelves 
over the populace. And how degenerous and wicked 
were he elders (i. e. the heads or princes) of 1/racl, at 
this time, who did not only demand ſuch a ſort of 
rulerF as this, at firſt, but perſiſted in this demand. 
notwithſtanding all that God had ſaid to them, by 
the mouth of Samuel, to the contrary ? Of which we 
have this account. Þ Nevertheleſs, the people (i. e. 

the elders, their heads and repreſentatives) efu/ed- 

10 

1 Sam. viii, 10, 11, Sc. Þ 1 Sam. viii. 4, 3. 1 Ver. 1, 20. 
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to obey the voice Samuel; and they ſaid, Nay, but we 
. will bade a king over us; that wwe alſo may be like- all the 
nations, and that our king may judge us, and go out before 
us, and fight our baliles. Alas! Divine arguments 
did not reliſh with theſe debauched elders. Samuel 
had told them, that ſuch a king as they deſired, 
would inſlave their ſons and daughters, and deſtroy 
Property as well as /iberty, by taking their eſtates from 
them. What then, ſay they ſecretly, we will labour 
to pleaſe the prince and aſſiſt him in his lawleſs defigns 
and actions; ſo that though the populace be inſlaved, 
we ſhall live in grandeur. And thus it is plain, that 
thoſe bigh flying gentlemen, who were for arbitrary 
government, were equally falſe io God and ta the nation — 
— in general; as their ſucceſſors have ever been ſince, in 
all nations and ages, under whatever denomination. 
But, though theſe repre/entatives of 1/rael were ſo 
treacherous both to the people and their /overeign ; yet 
the Logos, their true and ſupreme king, did not allow 
them the whole of their demand, A king indeed he 
let them have, but in ſuch a manner as ſhewed an 
ual mixture of anger againſt the primores populr, the 
heads of the people, and pity for the poor populace, 
who were thus betrayed and deſigned to be ruined: 
and he did, at the ſame time, ſo act in this matter, as 
to ſhew a juſt concern for his own prerogative ; for he 
did ſo manage the matter, as to let them all know, 
that if they had a king, it ſhould be wholly owing to 
himſelf, and his own choice; and that therefore he 
was reſolved not to allow them to have an arbitrary 
prince, but ſuch a one as ſhould be a mere deputy only, 
though with the title of a king. | 
In order to reach all which purpoſes; 1, The 
Logos takes ſtate upon him, and orders Samuel to tell 
them in general, that they ſhould have a king in theſe 
words, Hearken unio them, 1 Sam. vill. 22. But then, 
2. In order to ſhew a contempt-of them and their 
future king both, he adds, Make them a king: ibid. 
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As if it had been to great for himſelf to do it imme- 
diately, and therefore their odd and deſpiſed judge has 
orders to do it. And, that all this hight the 
more remarkable, in the third place, Samuel has or- 
ders to command them all immediately to go home 
and mind their buſineſs. Go ye every man unto bis 

city, ſays he: as if he had ſaid, though ye ſhall have 
a king, yet, as ye have no right to elect him, ſo God 
will not do it as yet: 

Well! a king they will have, and a king they 
ſhall have ; but ſuch a King, with Teference to whom 
it ſhall be ſaid at length, O Iſrael, bon haſt de ſtroyed 
thyſelf, whereas in me was thine help. My Logos was 
a ſecurily to you. But where tow is your Why: that be 
may ſave you in your cities; and where are your princes, of 

— > were /o fond, when Je ſaid, give us a king and 

1 gave thee a king in mine anger, and I took him 
away in my wrath. Hoſ. 13. 9, 10, 11. I have ren 
dered theſe words more agreeably, in ſome things, to 
the Targum, than our verſion. But however the ſenſe 
ts materially the ſame in both. 

What ſort of a king Saul was, ang” how he 
reigned, I need not fay, ſeeing the facred hiſtory 
ives'us a ſufficient account of him. However, theſe 
w things I would obferve concerning him. (1.) 
That it Was an odd occurence, “ that he ſhould be ſent 
out to ſeek aſſes, and miſſing them, ſhould have 
Vrvel given into his hands in their ſtead; as if Provi- 
dence mam  ircaftically thus to repreſent red. a9 

es, 


Were fuch perſoris capable of the honour of beating a coat 
of arms, who are againft the uſe of them, I ſhould think, that 
I could not 5azon their efcutcheon better, than with the charge 
or bearing of a great and lubbardly af, couching down between two 
burdens, according to the deſcription which Zacob gives of Iſſachar, 
Gen. xlix. 14. * our verſion reriders the words. Nor is the 
reaſon waſuitable to this tribe of men, which follows of that an- 
cient one, viz. Ver.'15. That finding that reſt was good, and that 
the land was pleaſant; he very fairly and quietly bowed his ſhoulder 
to. bear, and thus became a ſervant unto Ae (i. e.] a fook to 
impolition and { very. 9 | 
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aſſes, { 1: Sam. ix. 3, &c.) in being ſo fond of arbi- 

traty government. And indeed, what more proper 

emblem can there be of Jacobite, ſlaverymen, than to 

_ repreſent them by ſuch dull andſlaviſh animals, whoſe 

fouls and backs do equally demonſtrate them to be 

beaſts of burden? (2.) That though the people were 

tond of ſuch a king, as we have taken notice of, yet 
| God would allow them a limited one only. And it 
is remarkable that he calls him by no. higher name, 

where he is ſpoken properly of, but that of captain 

over 1/rael, (lee 1 Sam. ix. 16. and x. 1.) as if his 

wer were limited this way to military affairs. (3.) 

That God did at firſt reſerve to himſelfthe ſole choice 

of the perſon that was to be their king, and therefore 

ordered the people to caſt lots upon this occaſion, 

though God had pitched upon Saul before ; that thus 

all men might ſee that Saul was choſen to be a Vice- 

king only, under the Lord of hoſts. And this choice 

is ſo managed, as, 1ſt, To be uſhered in with God's 

_ renewed declaration, that though he complied in part 

with them, yet he looked upon this deſire of their's, to 

denote a rejection of himſelf. (1 Sam. x. 17, 18, 19.) 

2dly. That he ſo managed the lots, that one of the 

moſt unlikely. perſons of all Fae! ſhould. be made 

choice of, to the great vexation, no doubt, of moſt 

of the elders or princes, who looked upon themſelves 

to deſerve this honour more: therefore no wonder, if 

a great many de/pi/ed Saul (as we are told they did) 
notwithſtanding his goodly appearance, Chap. x. 27. 

and Chap. xi. 12, 13. But God had a mind to lay 
that at the bottom of the monarchy, which ſhould 
ſhew the folly of all pretenders, either to Adamitical, 
| Noachical, Alramitical, or any ſort of ſucceſſions that 
3 might afterwards pretend to a natural or hereditary | 
| right: therefore he ſo orders matters, that all the 
{i eldeſt tribes of 1/ae/ ſhould be caſt, and that the 
| youngeſt tribe ſhould carry the lot, and that of all the 5 
tribe of Benjamin, the very leaſt family, if we may be- 
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lieve Sau! * himſelf, ſhould be made choice of; and 
that, of all that family, Saul, the ſon of Ki, a 
young and unexperienced man, ſhould be the per- 
ſon upon whom the lot fell. (4.) That though 
Saul was thus choſen king, (a) yet he continued a 
ſhepherd, -as ro his employment, until God having 
once choſen him, honoured him, (4) by doing a ver 
memorable peice of ſervice for the nation. (57) Th 
Saul, though publicly choſen before, was not benny 
inaugurated to beking, until God had thus honourec 
him to do this ſolemn ſervice. f (6.) That in doing 
this, afolemncontract is made, I firſt between Saul and 
the people, and then between both him and tbem on the 
one hand, and their ſupreme king the Lord of boſ/ts on the 
other: which is ratified in an awful and terrible man- 
ner, by thunder and rain, as well as declared in a very 
plain and pungent diſcourſe by Samuel. (J.) That not- 
withſtanding of Saul's being anointed king, yet God ho- 
noured Samuel all his days with the ſupreme regency, 
as the civil Judge of Jrael; who was in this reſpect. 
though not in military command, /upertoy- even to 
Saul himſelf, (c) as every one muſt own, that will at- 
rentively - conſider that part of the ſacred hiſtory that 
concerns them both. (8.) That at length Saul, 
though divinely choſen, (d) did fo forfeit his right and 
title to the crown, as to be entirely rejected by God, 
even in his own life time, and to have another choſen, 
in his ſtead. . . 3 3% hy 
And here I cannot but take particular notice of 
that memorable ſentence, - which Samuel paſt upon 
Saul, and by which he did depoſe him from being 
| king. ſe) Rebellion, ſays he, is as the ſin.of witchcraft, 
py is as the iniquity of idolatry({olchuſe to 
render the words). Becauſe therefore thou' haſt rejected 
the word of the Lord, be hath alſo rejected thee * being. 
. D 2 ane 
* Chap. ix. 21. (a) See Chap, xi, 5. (65) Ver. 6, 7, Sc. 
4 + See Chap. xi. 14, 15» 7 Chap. x11, throughout, // See 
4 Chap, 19. Chap. 14. Chap. 15. Chap. 16. (4) See Chap. xiii, 
ö 13. 14. (e) Chap. xv. 23. 


* 
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. From whence theſe corollaries do naturally 
and neceſſarily follow. 1. That even a jurs divino 
king way come to forfeit his title to his crown and 
throne. 2. That he forfeits his right then, when he 
— ubverts the fundamental conſtitutions and laws of 
is country, in religious or civil concerns, eſpecially 
| if 1 in both: for as this is rebellion in him, ſo it is as 
great a ſin in a King, as either witchcraft or idolatry, 
whether in. prince, or ſubject. 3. That where this 
his rebellion is notoriouſly proved, he may not only 
be arraigned and convicted for it, but have bis titlte 
openly declared to be null and void. 4. That this A 
done, another may be choſen and anointed king 
eyen during the life of the former; as we ſee David 1 
was, whilſt Saul lived. Theſe are the poſitions that 
are all of them ſounded on the divine procedure, in 
the caſe of Saul and David. And ſeeing they have 
been followed and madę good by the wile. 1 
tatives of theſe; nations, in the late glorious and 
happy revolution, I hope.none will ary with me, 
for taking notice of them here. 
But now it is high time to come to. David, 
ya aul's ſucceſſor, of — L ſhall ſay che leſs, becauſe 
have been ſo large upon what precedes. > 
I hall not therefore ſpend time in recount 
his 450 47 hu qualifications... Nor ſhall L give you 
iſtorical relation of his ſufferings and, actions. 
Far leſs ſhall I run out in an encomium upon his 
virtues, and, noble performances. For he; that will 
conſider the facred hiſtory, will be able Wirk ele, tO. 
form an idea of him, in all theſe, reſpects. 
All therefore, that L propoſe. to myſelf to do 
here 18 to conſider, 1. What his. fille was to the 
crown of 1/rael ; and, 2. In what reſpect, he came to. 
deſerve the characier of Nn, a prince according lo 
God's own heart. 


* His title to > the jan, 
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I T ſuppoſe no man will diſpute Davids juſt 
right to the crown of Mac, that owns che with: and 
authority of the bible. l POL De 

Nor can any man that owns chis; doubt uf his 
being, in the moſt proper ſenſe, 4 jure divine king. 
For certainly if ever there was any ſuch, David may 
lay claim to this high and glorious character. 

But whence had he this right 115 title to the 

throne of Ifrael ? | 

Nor certainly by a haceeſios 4 8 either from 
Jacob or Saul. Not from Jacob, for he was not ſo 
much as deſcended from Ruben, the eldeft ſon. Not 
from Saul, for he was anointed King, during his life; 
and took the government actually upon bim, after 

Saul's death, though he had male icue alis 05.0155) 
Nor was he choſen, becauſe he was the mo no- 
ble and firft perſon of his tribe tor he was the Heunec 
en even of his own family. 

And, though he made himſelf illuſtrious WIA 
wards,.yet when he was firſt choſen by God, he had 
done nothing that. made him ſo much 'as known in 
wy nation. 

. His right therefore to the Wen of Tract ſtood 

in theſe two things, viz. God's choice of him, and the 
props. NIST 

l. God choſe him, and that i in a a moſt remarks= 
ble manner. 

— The account is hi And fle Lord l ante 
Samuel, horw long wilt thou mourn for Saul, when" I 
bave rejetied bim from rrigning over Iſrael? Fill tbhins 
horn uuib oil, and gu, I will fend thee io 10 Jeſſe the Beth- 
lehemite: for 1 hade provided me a king among” his en. 
The prophet WY 4; 2 eee diſh diffculty * | 

emen 234 

Well! et Al Files forme Elias tha 
eldeſt, a man of a noble and K mien, another 
Saul for ſtature, paſſes before him. firſt,” and Samuel 
* 2 Sam, xvi. 3, G I Ver. 6/7; G. 


are — . 


hiſtory. af Saul and David. 


per ſenſe, until it was ratified and confirmed by the 


Judab, by the heads of that tribe; I-＋gberb, the * 
Siri s | f 
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kunſelf, is charmed with him. But he is rejected. 
Nor do Abinadab, the ſecond ſon; nor Shammab, the 
third, find any more acceptance. % and Samuel 
are both aſtoniſned. Well! een more of his on 
paſs before him; but neither is any of them the per- 
ſon that God had in view. It ſeems Jeſe never — 
dreamt that his younge/f on David ſhould be preferred 
before his ten elder bretbren:: therefore: was he abſent, 


vs 


- 


keeping the ſneep. But he is the perſon: therefore 
is he ſent forth and anointed king. And, as a divine 1 
ratification of this, it is obſerved, * That the /pirit of — 2 
the Lordeame upon bim from that day forward; and that, 
at the ſame time, 4 The /pirit of the Lord deparied from 
Saul, and, inſtead of that, an evil ſpirit from ibe Lord 


troubled bm. ] 
I ſhall not detain. you with the ſequel of the 


I ſhall only obſerve this one thing; that, though 
David was anointed king by Samuel, and was therefore 
declared to be ſuch jure drvino; yet, even this divine 
choice did not conſtitute him king, in a full or pro- 


pruple g cboice. And therefore let us ſesiouſly take 
notice, 11471 182 | | F Wo (1346 9 * 2. ni 
2. That, though God's choice, declared by Samuel s 
anoini ing him, and ratified by the regal ſpirits being 
given him, did mark him ovt as the perſon that was 
to be king, and that he was even then virtually or po- 
teniially ſo; yet David was not, pleno jure, i. e. fully, 
actually, and properly king, until choſen and inaugu- 
rated by the people; that is, by their elders, beads, or 
mmm :e 
Ho this was brought about, the ſacred hiſtory 
does ſufficiently inform us. It was done gradually. 
Far, \upan Saul's death, N David came to Hebron, 
where he. was eleZed and anoinied king of the tribe of 


s © 


Ver. 13. f Ver. 14; 2 Sam. 2. 4. 
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of Saul, (a) being, in the mean time, king over all the 
other ſribes: during whoſe life David pretended 
to be, in a proper ſenſe, king of Iſrael. 
Brut, at length, upon his deceaſe, * The elders of 
Iſrael, who, by virtue of their repreſentalive power and 
commiſſion, are otherwiſe ſpoken of by the general 
name of all tbe tribes, of Ifracl, joined together, and 
came to David, in order to make him king over all 
the other tribes. But how do they do this? not hand 
over head, as we uſe/to ſay, raſhly or ſuddenly, out of 
a mighty pretence of love, veneration, and loyalty. 
No, no, they were faithful ro their truſt, concerned 
for the conſtitution, and zealous for their own and the 
people's rights. And therefore they enter into a for- 
mal contract, ſtipulation, and agreement with David, 
which they ratify by mutual engagements and promiſes, 
and, as would appear, reciprocal oatbs, entered into 
in a publick, /olemn and ſacred manner, as in the pre- 
ſence of God, taking him to witneſs, of their ſincere 
F- concern to act mutually to one another, as became 
them in their ſeveral ſtations and relations. And 
upon the bottom of this contract between David and bem, 
they proceeded to anoint bim king over Ifrael. All 
this is, though briefly, yet plainly enough, expreſſed 
in theſe words: F So all the elders Iſrael came to the 
king to Hebron, and king David made a league with 
them in Hebron, before the Lord. And they anointed 
David i over Iſrael. | 
And now, if God did fo far ſuſpend his own 
right and authority of electing and inaugurating a 
king, upon the people's choice and in auguration of 
him, even during the continuance of the Fewifb 
theocraty ; certainly it is an argument 4 fortzori, from 
the moſt forcible conſideration, that the be izle that 
any prince can have to a throne, is his being choſen by — 
the people, declaring their choice by proper repre/enta- 
(la) Ver. 8, 9, 10. * 2 Sam. 5. g. compared with ver. 1. 
3 2 1 E $ 8 pc d with ver. 2. 
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es. For if God did leave David's title imperfe??, 
what can we (who live now 
of the right of princes, to 
hom a Samuel is ſent immediately from God, with 
4 WU to anoint and es them ſuch ? 
by this, and this only, that the primores po- 
ads and repreſentatives of a nation, have 
choſen fuch or ſuch a one, and let him ſolemnly apart 
to the regal office. 
And therefore the 1 of Huſbai in 
his eaſe, (abſtracting from the occaſion of his men- 
tionine it) was as certain a maxim of both reaſon and 
Rare, as any thing can be ſuppoſed to be; when he 
fays, N bom God and this people, and all the men of Iſrael 
bog, his will I be, and with him will I abide.* Only 
two things are to be diſtinguiſhed here, viz. the 
maxim” itſelf, and his ſcoret reſerve, as it is «ih = vom. 
vos df in bis wording himſelf. | 
The maxim is this, that private men are to own, - 
2s King, whatever perſon God by his providence marks out 
as * te hen i his is fully determined by the choice of the 
For, of the fir! of theſe we can only judge 
by held; eſpecially now, when we cannot expect 
a Samuel to be ſent to mark a man out this way. | 
But then the policick man ſays not only, whom 
this people will chooſe, (i. e. thoſe that were with Ab/a- 
hom) but adds, whom at ibe men of Iſrael will abogſe: by 
which he plainly, though covertly, inſinuates, that, in 
order to clear up Ab/atom's title fully, it was neceſſary : 
that there ſhould be a more unanimous and univerſal 
concurrence of the body of the nation, in and by their 
_ repreſentatives; which was not yet, nor could be, until 
the event of the war between the father and fon 
So that Huſbars words had a 
double  afpe#7. For, firſt, If they be underſtood to- 
gether, with and inclufive of this mental refervation, 
- ON Lia he ſalved Ui 9 the n is, 


until this was done, 
in theſe laſt days) ji 


Certainly” 


—_—_ à— — — ſ — — — - - = 


ſhould determine it. 
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That neither God by his providence, nor the people 
by their repreſentatives, had choſen Alſalom to the 
crown. But if taken, as the heat and fervor of 
ſpeaking might inſinuate his ſenſe to have been, 
eſpecially to a young unobſervant prince, elevated at 
that time with ſucceſs and popular applauſe; his 
words ſeem to include, not only that this was his 
opinion, that Abſalom was as rightfully king now as 

his father had been before, but alſo an argument for 
it, taken from the very conſtitution of all regular 
kingdoms, as well as that of /fraz/, in a more peculiar 
manner, v/z. That God by his providence, and the 
people by a general choice, had given AzZ/alom the 
ſame rightful title to the crown, which David former- 
ly had, and that conſequently David had as really 
forfeited his claim to Ab/alom, as Saul-had done before 
to him. And that this might be ſuppoſed to be his 
only ſenſe, (though the other really was) the cunning 
ſtateſman uſhers this determination in with a loud, 
(a) God ſave the king, God ſave the king, (not telling 
what king he meant) and concludes it with this em- 
phatical application, (2 V bom ſhould I ſerve ? fhould'T 
not ſerve in the preſence of bis fon Sure 1 will, ſays he. 
As I have ſerved in thy father's preſence, /3 will JI be in 
thy preſence. One would think, what more poſitive 
words could be uſed than theſe? And yet, if taken 
as a concluſion, from the words before, as incluſive of 
the mental reſervation mentioned, they denote the 
quite contrary” to that which otherwiſe they ſeem 


only to expteſs; nay, and that ſo remarkably too, 


that as the firſt part of the applicatory words, being 
an interrogation, concludes nothing at all, one way 
or other, ſo the laſt and only binding part, becauſe 
promiſſory, ſeems to be ſo cunningly worded, as to 
be wholly adapted to the mental reſervation, which 
] took notice of before. For they may naturally be 
thus underſtood, As have ſerved in thy father” s preſence, 


(a) V. 16, (6) V. 19. 
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ſtill, and undermine thee. 

This account ſerves to let us ſee, how a cunning 
ſtateſman may act, in ſuch a manner, as that the 
world ſhall believe he means honeſtly, the very con- 


trary of that which he has really and only in view ; 


nay, that he may do all this ſo, that when his words 
are ſcanned, he may be able to ſet them in ſuch a 


light, as that no man can juſtly charge him with a 


lye, or any thing that is directly a falſhood. 

- But to return; let Huſbai's application of this be 
what men pleaſe, ſtill his maxim abſtracted from this, 
is, in itſelf, what all men muſt be obliged to own and 
ſettle upon at laſt, as the only certain foundation of 
allegiance to princes. Whereas, if we quit this, we 
ſhall never be able to find any ſolid foundation to fix 
upon, which will not be the ſubject of endleſs diſ- 
putes, and the occaſion of perplexing men's minds 
and conſciences. 

And therefore, in defiance to all the Jacobiles in 
the world, I ſay, that our late glorious king had, and 
our preſent glorious and moſt excellent queen has, as juſt 
and unconteſted a title and right to the throne of 
theſe nations, as ever David had to that of Y rael, or 
any other prince whatſoever, from the beginning of 
the world; and this, I ſay, even upon the ſuppoſition, 
that they could prove the legitimacy of the birth of 
a certain prince and princeſs. 

The voice of the people is the voice of God, in 
this caſe, declared as remarkably and illuſtriouſly in 
the coronation of her Majeſty, as it was in that of 
David. 

And: therefore let not ſuch men think to. gull 
the nation, with their filly diſtinction of a ſovereign 
de jure and de facto, and their dark and confuſed com- 
ments upon the fame. 

For, in oppoſition to all ſuch, I advance this 
maxim, That wholoever is E de facto, ſo as E 


% 
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be ſet up and owned by the repreſentatives of a nation 
in a free aſſembly, is de jure ſovereign of that nation 


and people; nay, and has a better title to the crown 


this way, than he that could prove himſelf to be 
lineally deſcended from the r branch of Adam or 
Noab's family, i. e. from Cain or Faphet, if he had no 
ſuch election or inauguration by the lernen 
of the nation. 

But the beſt of princes have had detractors and | 


calumniators, and ſuch as made it their buſineſs to 


undermine their government. Even David's reign 
was not without (c /ons of Belial, i. e. lawleſs per- 
ſons, who either did not own him at all, or were of 
ſuch profligate conſciences as to fall in with him, in 


order the more effectually to ruin him. And there- 


fore no wonder if there ſhould be Jacobiles and NVon- 
Jurants, and ſome of them pretended zealots for the 
government, _—_— the preſent happy reign of Queen 
Ann. 

But now to proceeg, having ſeen David's right 
to the crown, and proved him to have been a revolu- 
lion king ; and that therefore he had the 6% of 1itles 
to a throne, viz. that which flows from a national 
choice: let us proceed to conſider him ſo far as that 
part of his character will go which God himlelf does 
beſtow upon him, when he is called 42 a man after 
Cd's own heart. 


II. David's character, as he was a man after 
God's own n 


David was certainly a very holy and good man, 
in the main: and therefore this character may be 
given bim, in ſome reſpect, as ſuch. But, if we 

E 2 conſider, 


c) See 2 Sam. xvi. 7, 8. Chap. 20. 1, 2. Chap. 2g. 6. See 
Chap. 22. 5. and Pſalm 18. 4, where what we render ungodly is 
in the Hebrew Belial. 

d) 1 Sam, xiii, 14. and Akts xiii. 22, 


— - — — — - — — 
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_ conſider, that this is given him in oppoſition to Saul, 
and in reference to his qualifications for government, 
we ſhall find that this encomium is beſtowed upon 
him, rather as he is to be conſidered as a good prince 
than as a good man; though this conſiderat ion of him 
be neceſſarily ſuppoſed, for he could not have been, 

in a proper ſenſe, a good king, if he had not alſo b 
a good man. 

However, ſeeing this character doch relate to 
him more eſpecially, formally, and directly, as he 
was a king; I ſhall accordingly conſider it princi- 
pally with reference to him as /uch. : 

Now, I take David's excellency. as a prince, and 
upon the account of which he is thus characteriſed, 
to have ſtood in this one thing, Tha? he was ever 

— faithful, in the main, 10 the iheocraty ilſelſ, i. e. to the 
cConſtiiution and eftabli ment of that nation, accordin 
to the. inſtitution and laws given forth by God to 
Tjrael, by the mouth of Maſes ne great A Mator of 
that people. 
| For in other reſpects David's vices, as a prince, 
ſeem to have exceeded thoſe of Saul his predeceſſor. 
For all that Sau/ did to forfeit the kingdom, for 
himſelf and poſterity, ſo far as we can find upon 
ſcripture record, was, 1. His having uſurped the of- 
fice of Samuel,“ who was not an ordinary prophet, but 
Such a one as was God's miniſter of flate above him, as 
judge in 1 pee, as 1 obſerved before. For this 
he is charged by Samuel, as guilty of rebellion; even 
though there were ſeveral things that might have 
alleviated the fault, ſuch as the preſent terror of the 
eople, F who went melting away from his army for 


tear of the Hhiliſlines, Samuel's own Þ neglect in- 1 


not coming within the time prefixed by himſelf; || 
and the ſuppoſition that this would be a piece of 
good policy to prevent the Gelertion of the ſoldiers, 
1 know tome cymmentators ſuppoſe that Saul uſur- 
EL ped 
# Sam. xiii. 8, &c, f V. 6, 7. V. 8. V. 12, 12. 
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ped the -prieſt's office: but I ſee no reaſon to charge 
him with this, F ſecing not only the ark was in the 
camp at that time, but Abiab the prieſt likewiſe. 
So that the whole of his crime was this, (d) that he 
did not wait until Samuel came to order and direct 
his proceedings, but went on precipitant iy, of his own 
head, without him, which was, interpretatively, to act 
without knowing the mind of God, or owning him 
as his King and General. Secondly, Nor was Saul's 
other crime any other than a repetition of his diſ- 
- obedience." And that was, in his ſparing Agag the 
king of the Amaletites, (e) together with the beſt of 
their ſheep and oxen. For this he is finally rejected 


from being king, though in all other reſpects he had 


punctually woos tyre the order FEES God had {ent 
him by Samuel. 


Now, upon a tranſient view of matters, one 
woad be apt to conclude, . that David's fins were 


more and greater than both theſe, and much more 


highly aggravated. For (not to mention his bloody 
deſign againſt the whole family of Nabal, Sam. 25. 
22, 32, 33, 34.) 1. What more baſe and barbarous 
action could be, than his debauching Baſbibeba, ( 
the wife of Uriab the Hittite, &c. a good man and 


true patriot of his country, as well as one of David's 
worthies, and his old and conſtant friend and compa- 


nion in exile and ſufferings; eſpecially now that he 
was engaged in his own ſervice againſt the Ammonites? 
But, as if this had not been baſe enough, how mean 
a part did David act, in labouring to hide his fin, (g) 
by trepanning the innocent but gallant Urijab, to i 
ther his baſtard; firſt, by ſending for him from his 
poſt, (h and then making him drunk for this end? 
(7) And, as if all this wickedneſs had been nothing, 
how horrid was it for him to contrive the murder of 


this 


+ See Chap. x. 18. 19. (d) See Chap. x. 8. /e) 1 Sam. 


xv. 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 15, Sc. (f) 2 Sam. xi. 3: 4» 
(g) V. 6, 7, 8, Se. (h) V. 13. (i) V. 14, 15» 


ſellors only guilty of it; beſides that ſome conſidera- 


For this account is given of him twice over. (m) And 
He brought forth the people that were therein (i. e. in 


For to telt him, after all this, in a hard, arbitrary, and 


though the Ammonites had treated David's embaſſa- 
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this excellent perſon; nay, and to ſend the meſſage 
in a letter, by Urizah's own hand; and to be pleaſed 
with the account of his death? {k) Secondly, And 


dors very baſely and ſcandalouſly; (/) yet the re- 
venge that David took upon them for that affront, 
was ſuch, as looked rather like a Nero than a David, 
eſpecially when we conſider that the poor people 
were altogether innocent this way, the affront bei 
perſonal to David, and the king and his privy caun- 


tion ought to have been of good old Lot, from whom 
the Ammoniles were deſcended, and by whom they 
were related to 1/rae/. But if all the poor Ammonttes 
did deſerve to die; yet why ſhould: they have been 

t to death in ſo barbarous and inhuman a. manner.? 
Re I muſt declare, that I hardly remember to have 
read of any perſecutor, that ever ex&eded David's 
cruelties; which ſeem to have been ſuch, as if he 
had been inſatiably delighted with human - miſery, 


Rabbab the capital city) and put them under ſaws, and 
under harravs of iron, and under axes of iron, and made 
them paſs through the brick-kiln. And thus did he do 
(not only to the inhabitants of Ra4bah, but alſo) to 
thoſe of all the (other) cities of the children of Am- 
mon. So David and all the people returned ts Jeruſa- 
lem. Thirdly, Nor can we forget his ingratitude to 
the memory of his old dear and generous friend 
Fonathan, in giving away part of his fon's inheritance 
to his treacherous ſervant Ziba, even after the honeſt 
and innocent Mephibafheth had ſo fully cleared him- 
ſelf of the imputation of diſloyalty laid to his charge. 


wrathful 


(Rk) V. 19, 20, 25, Sc. (4) 2 Sam, x. &, 3, 4» (m) 2 Sam. 
xii. 31. 1 Chron. xx. g. 


ö 
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1 wrathful manner, (u) Why ſpea bei thou any more 2 


matters, I bave ſaid (lic volo, ſic jubeo, ſtat pro ratione 


voluntas) thou and Ziba divide the land; ] ſay, to ſpeak to 


him at this rate, did not look like the brave Fonatban's 

© friend and brother-in-law. To theſe four let us add 
his pride and haughtineſs in numbering of tbe people, (o) 
which was ordered in ſuch an arbitrary manner, that 
even Joab himſelf, (who was none of the beſt of men) 
as well as his other captains, were forced to comply 
with him againſt their own inclinations. 


And now, that I have mentioned this laſt ſin, 


IX 24x. that of numbering the people, a queſtion will 


very naturally offer itſelf to men's thoughts upon this 
head, viz. Whence it comes to paſs, that this fin 
ſhould be repreſented in ſcripture, as the greateſt that — 
ever David was guilty of. For, that it is reprefented 
as ſuch in ſcripture, none can doubt, that conſiders, 
I. That even Foab and his other captains oppoſed 
David in this act, nay, and abhorred it fo much, that 
they ventured to diſpleaſe their prince, by leaving the 
work unfiniſhed. Therefore it 1s faid, (p) that Foab 
counted not Levi and Benjamin, for that the king's word 
Ci. e. his order this way) was abominable ts Joab. 2. 
Whereas we find not that David's confcience did at 
all fly in his face, upon the account of any of his other 
ſins, (excepting only that of the murder of Urijah, 
which yet was not, till after that the prophet thunder- 
ſtruck him, by commiſſion from God:) we ſee that he 
fell into a terrible agony of mind, after he had ſeri- 
ouſly conſidered what he had been guilty of, as to 
this particular. The account is this. (q) And David's 
heart ſmote him, after that he bad numbered the people; 
and David ſaid unto the Lord, I have ſinned greatly, in 


3 what I bave done. And now I teſeeth thee, O Lord, 


take away the iniquity of thy ſervant, for I have done 
very fooliſhly. It is true, this was not until after the 

. ſad 
(n) 2 Sam, 19. 29. (o) 2 Sam. 24. 1, 2, 3, Sc. 1 Chron, 21. 


I 1, 2, 6. (5) 1 Chron, 21,6, (2) 2 Sam, 24. 10. 
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fad meſſage which the prophet brought him. But 
then we find him more alarmed than he had ever 
been before, upon any account whatſoever. But 
Idly, The principal thing, that diſcovers the hei- 
nouſneſs of this fin, is, the terribleneſs of God's diſ- 
pleaſure againſt David himſelf, and even the people. 
alſo, tor allowing and permitting themſelves to be 
numbered. When David had murdered Urijab, and 
taken poſſeſſion of his wife, after he had debauched 
her; (7) the puniſhment he met with, was the death 
of his adulterous child; the aſſurance that his ſon -.. 
ſhould defile his wives openly, as he had defiled his 
neighbour's wife ſecretly, and that the ſword ſhould 
never totally depart from his houſe. Theſe threat- 
enings being alleviated by the aſſurance, (s) that his 
Jin was ſo tar pardoned, as that he ſhould not die for it. 
But God's anger is diſcovered in a more terrible 
manner againſt this fin, inſomuch, that the people 
are ordered to be puniſhed upon this account. 
Therefore he has an offer made him (7) of three ſorts 
of judgments, viz. Whether ſeven years of famine, 
three months of oppreſſion by an enemy, or three 
days peſtilence? And it was one of the greateſt and 
ſevereſt puniſhments that could be inflicted upon a 
good prince, that he muſt paſs the ſentence himſelf, 
and thus openly own himſelf to be rhe principal cauſe 
of all the miſeries and calamities that were to follow 
this choice, for which he muſt anſwer, and of which 
he muſt bear the blame. And though David made 
a very religious and wiſe choice, confidering his 
ſtraight in the matter, yet this did not hinder (4) but 
> 70 thouland people were cut off by the peſti- 
ence. 

Object. But is it not r ld (x) That David did 
that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, and lurned 
not aſide from any thing that he commanded him all the. 

days 


27 2 Sam. 7. 8 0420s Sc. (5) V. 13. (t) 2 Sam. 24, 18 · 
0 er. 15. (x) 1 Kings 15+ 5+ PROVE A. 
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dN f bis Ii 5 fave "only i in the matler of Urijah the 
1 5 | 


No man, I ſuppoſe, can n underſtand this, 
in weh. a ſenſe; as if David had never been gle 
of any fin, but rhat one, which is ſpecified. An 
therefore, the force of the objection lies only in this, 
that this was his greateſt ſin. And I grant it was, i 
we conſider it's aggravations. But then this ſin was 
not formally the ſin of David, as a prince, but as a man. 
And, as ſuch, it was the greateſt fin, nay the only ſin 
that was committed by him, without provocation, or 
any thing that looked like a rational temptation. In 
the caſe of the Ammonites, as well as of Naba/, he had 
very great provocation given him. And in the caſe of 
Mephibofheth, he had been miſ-informed fo long, that 
the Ae had left ſuch a deep impreſſion upon his 
mind, that he could not eaſily get ir over. But in 
the caſe of Urijah, he had not the leaſt juſt ground of 
*proceeding as he did. But ſtill it is to be remem- 
bered, that though his numbering the people was not ſuch 


A moral evil, yet it was a more immediate ſin againſt — 


God, as being directiſy againſt God's regal office- and 
aa, Therefore, in all governments, tregſon 

againſt the ſovereign is more guarded againſt, and 
more ſeverely puniſhed, than even murder itſelf. 
When therefore the ſacred hiſtorian ſpeaks of the 


Caſe of Urijah, as David's only ſin, (i. e. the only one in 


a ſuperla tive ſenſe) he means it in reference to moral 
evil, in oppoſition to Abijam (of whom he is imme- 


| diately ſpeaking) and Keboboam ; infinuating thus, that 


"both theſe princes were guilty of many murders and 


adulteries, and fuch like fins. But this does not 
hinder us rm concluding, that David's ſin, in num- 


Bering the people; was, in another ſenſe, the greateſt ſin 
that ever David was guilty of, nay, and the only politi- 
cal fin Worth obſervation, that David is chargeable 
With: fo that if we do but bear this plain diſtinction 
in mind, z. That in the caſe of Urijab he ſinned 


formally 
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formally as a man only, whereas in numbering the people, 
he ſinned formally as a king ; and therefore that this 
latter was a more direct, immediate, and public breach of 
truſt. I ſay, if we conſider this, my ſenſe will be un- 
derſtood, when aſſert, that this latter was his greateſt 
ſin, as being committed net immediately againſt — 3 
God's authority, contrary to the ruſt of David his vice= 
roy, and to the detriment of the national con/titution and 
the rights and intereſt of the people. 6 
Now ſecing in this ſenſe and in theſe reſpects, it 
is certain, that this was the greateſt ſin that David 
was ever guilty of; let us proceed to anſwer the 
queſtion more directly and fully, by conſidering, 
-whence it was that this fin , ſhould be ſo odious 
to God, and ſo ſeverely puniſhed by him, even 
above his fins of adultery and murder, nay and 
all his other ſins put together. And here then I 
ſhall only ſay, as I hinted but juſt now, that 
this laſt ſin of numbering the people, was an uſurpation 
of the authority of God, as he was the great King of 
Iſrael. The other ſins were great and heinous, but 
they did not immediately affect the national eſtabliſb- 
ment and conſtilul ion. Whereas this fin was an 
invaſion of the prerogative of the Logos, the ſupreme 
King, who brought the people out of Egypt, and ſtill 
ruled them, and who had choſen David to act indeed 
under him, but not to u/urp his ſuperior authorily, or 
to do any overt-act this way, without firſt aſking and 
receiving his leave and allowance, And hence likewiſe 
it came to paſs, that the people came to ſuffer juſtly, 
| becauſe of their concurrence with David in this mat- 
ter; which, though paſſtve, was yet a viriual approbation 
of David's invaſion of the prerogative and authority of the 
Logos, who was, in a true and proper ſenſe, the only 
ſupreme King of Iſrael. . | 1 
But, ſeeing this was the only ſin of this kind, 
that ever David was guilty, of, and that he did ſin- 
cCerely repent of it, and obtained pardon for it at laſt ; 
Ca 5 | hence 


— 


on 


= 
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hence it was, that David is even characterized, not- 
withſtanding this, as the beſt king that ever 1/rae! or 
Judab had to boaſt of. | 

And therefore we may caſily ſee, what the excel. 
lency of David was, upon the account of which he is 
ſo famed, as to be made the very fandard, according 


to which ſucceeding princes were judged of, as to 


their goodneſs, as ſuch. For David's faithfulneſs to 
his great Maſter, and conſequently to the conſtitu- 
tion of the government and the rights of the people, 
did principally appear in this ; that he never did, in 
the leaſt, attempt either to rival his great Maſter 
himſelf, (except obliquely and interpretatively, in 
the numbering of the people) or give the leaſt en- 
couragement to ſet up any rival or competitor againſt 
him; which was that very thing, that the Logos, the 
Sovereign of Hrael, was, of all things, the moſt 
jealous of. 7a 

To have a genuine idea of this, we need only re- 
member, in the 1ſt place, that the decalogical law 
was the very foundation of the 7ewiſb government, 
and the eſſential part of it's Magna Charta, or the 
foundation upon which it's whole erection was built 
up: and then 2dly, that the very central. or funda- 
mental point of this decalogical lato, and conſequently 
of the temporal appendicles thereof, viz. the cere- 
monial and civil laws; that, I ſay, this was, what is 


hid at the bottom of all, as it is expreſt in theſe 


words, I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, and out of the houſe of bondage ; 
and therefore hou ſhalt have no other Gods before me. 
Now David was untainted, in this reſpect, and 
ever manifeſted himſelf zealous this way ; and there- 
fore God (who has declared himſelf zealous f of his 
prerogali ve and honour, ſo as never to bear with any 
that either aſſumes it himſelf, or gives ii to any other 
thing whatſoever) did paſs by his other infirmities the 


more eaſily, | 
| F2 | Whereas, 
e Fos. 20+ 3, ˙ Deut. 9 6, Ts Pſal, 91. 10. Þ Iſa, 42+ 8. | 
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Whereas, upon the other hand, i is cha- 

racterized with the blackeſt mark, notwithſtanding 
his other excellent qualifications, becauſe he inva- 
ded God's prerogative, in the point of worſhip, by 
ſetting up the calpes of Dan and Bethel; being ever 
ſpecified thus, The man that cauſed Ifrael to in. 

And indeed this is the very counter-charafer to 
that of David's being a man after God's own heart. So 
that theſe two do mutually illuſtrate each other, as 1 

iving us to underſtand, that a prince that is 0. 
1 the pure worſhip and ſervice of God, and the 
cople's liberties and rights, is a man according 10 - 3 
— God's own heart: but that a prince, who corrupts the 
| worſhip of God, by introducing or patronizing ido- 
| latry, in order to enſlave the people, $ which was) 
| the reaſon of Jeden apoſtacy) is 4 man that 
| cauſeth the people 19 ſin. 
| And therefore the princes that ſucceeded David 
| and Ferobcam are eſtimated and Judged of, as good 
or wicked, more or leſs, according as their reigns 
bare a greater or leſſer reſemblance to the one or 
| other of theſe. 
\ Thus it is ſaid of A/a,* that he did that which was 
l | right in the eyes of the Lord, as did David his father, 
&c. and that he did only fall ſhort of him in this one 
\ thing, that the high places were not removed. So like- 
al wiſe Amaziab is thus characterized: A And he did 
that which was right in the fight of the Lord; yet not 
like David bis father, but Ike bis fatber Joaſh: For 
the high places were not taken atvay; for the people did 
yet ſacrifice and burn incenſe on the high places. And ig 
like manner, a judgment is made of Ahaz's, wick- 
edneſs, from the contrariety of his government to 
that of David. || And he did not that: which was right 
in the fight of the Lord bis God, like David his father. But 
be realked in the ways of the kings of Urael, yea, and 
made 


See 1 Kings 12. 26, 27, &c. and Chap. 14. 7, 8, &c. and 
Ver. 18, 8. 1 Kings 15. 11 &c. T 2 Kings 14. 3, 4. 
{2 Kings 16. 3, 4. | 


* 


* 


wile bis ſon paſs through the fire, according io the abo- 
XxX minations of the beathen, whom the Lord caft out from 
X before the children of Iſrael. And be ſacrificed and burnt 
incenſe in the high places, and on the hills, and under = 


= every green tree. 


And thus as David is ſet up as the fandard of his 
ſucceſſors, Zeroboam is the man with whom ſucceed- 
ing evil princes. are compared, whenever any cha- 


racter is given of them. Thus it is ſaid of Omri, 


(a) that he walked in all the way of Jeroboam, be: jor | 
of Nebat, and his ſin Rada he made Iſrael to /in, to: 
provoke the Lord God of Iſrael 70 anger with their vani- 
ties. And thus of Abab his ſon it is ſaid, (%) And 
Ahab, zhe ſon of Omri, did evil in the fight of the Lord, 
above all that were before him. And it came to paſs, 
as if it had been a light thing for him lo walk in the ſins 
of Jeroboam te ſon of Nebat, that he took bim to wife 
Jezabel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Zidoniana, 
(where by the way, obſerve, how great a ſin it was 
for an 1fraelitih king to match into an idolatrous fa- 
mily) and went and ſerved Baal, and worſhipped bim, 
&c. . And thus alſo of Feroboam, Abab's 1on, it is 
ſaid, (c) And he wrought evil in the fight of the Lord, but © 
not like bis father, and like his N for be put away 
the image of Baal, wwhich- his father had made ; neverthe= - 
leſs, he bow unto the fins of Jeroboam, the /on'of Ne- 
bat, who made Iſrael /o ſin; from theſe he departed not. 
And the ſame judgment is made of Jebu, who was 
ſo zealous. to deſtroy the idolatry which Zezabe! had 
introduced into 1/rael.' (d) And they (i. e. Febu's ſer- 
vants) brake down the houſe of Baal, and made it a 
draught-houſe unto this day. Thus Jehu deſtroyed Baal 
out of Iſrael. Howbeit, from the ſins of :Jeroboam; the 
/on of Nebat, who- vga Ifrael 4 /in, Jehu departed net 
from. 

(a) 1 Kings 16, 26. (5) Ver, go, 31, &c. (c) 2 Kings 3. 2,3. 
0 Chap. 10. 28, 29, 34» | 


J 
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Jrom after them, Io uit, the ry" calves tbal were in Bethel 


and Dan. — For Jehu tak no heed to walk in the law of 


the Lord God of Iſrael, with all his heart; for be de- 
oj uy not from the ſins of Jeroboam, who made I ſrael 
10 n. 15 
I might illuſtrate theſe oppoſite characters of Da- 
vid and Feroboam, by more inſtances ; but theſe are 
abundantly ſufficient, to my purpoſe. I ſhall there- 
fore only further propoſe two paſſages to be conſider- 
| ed, to ſhew how zealous the great and ſupreme King 
ef 1frael was ever of his honour, and how concerned 
to manifeſt his abhorrence of any invafion upon his 
prerogative this way. The 1ſt is, that of the glori- 
ous ſucceſs that God gave to the arms even of the 
wicked king Abad againſt Benbadad, merely to con- 
fute the ſenſeleſs notion of the Syrians, * That the 
God of Iſrael was God of the hills only, but not of the 
Plain or valley country. In oppoſition to which, a 
prophet is ſent to Ahab with this meſſage ; Thus faith 
the Lord, f Becauſe the Syrians have /aid, the Lord is 
God of the hills, but he is not God of the valleys ; there- 
fore till I deliver all this mullitude inis thine hand, and 
ye ſhall know that I am the Lord. The 2d is, that 


aſtoniſhing providence, of caſting off the whole na- 
tion of 7/7ae/, upon the account of their obſtinate per- 
ſeverance in idolatry ; for that this was the princi- 


pal, and, in a manner, the only cauſe of their rejec- 
tion, we may eaſily ſee, if we conſult the I ſeven- 
tcenth chapter of the ſecond book of Kings, to make 
no mention of other places of ſcripture. 

And now that I have proceeded ſo far, I think I 
way ſafely lay down theſe things as natural conclu- 
ſions from what I have ſaid. 1. That where God 

has bleſt a prince and nation with pure and reformed 


religion, an apoſtacy from thence into idolatry, is a 


virtual 


. 1 Kings 20. 23, &c. +1 Kings-29. 28. t See 3 Kinga 
17. b, 7 Ke · VET: 194 30, $41 &c. and ver. 2g, &c, | 
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virtual renunciationofthetrue God. 2. That therefore, 
where a prince turns idolater himſelf, and attempts 
to force the people to become fo likewiſe, and breaks 


and overturns:the conſtitution and fundamental laws, 
in order thus to pervert a nation; the people have 


not only a right to oppoſe him, but to reject him 
too, as ever they would expect impunity and ſecu- 
rity themſelves. 2 tatan bog 7 | 

And therefore, upon the other hand, we are obli- 
ged to conclude, 1ſt. That thoſe princes. that are 
faithful to God, as the King of kings, and faichful to 
a reformed people, committed to their charge, ſo as 
to make no vaſion upon the prerogative of the one, 
nor the rights of the other; that, I ſay, ſuch princes 
are - perſons. according to God's own bear, and 
ought to be honoured, obeyed and celcbrated, as the 
beſt of princes. 2dly. That where princes are thus 
faithful, in the main, to the national eNabli{l:menr 


- and conſtitutions; their perſonal vices, though as 


groſs as David's were, Cannot be IJuſt foundation 
of ſuppoſing that they have forfeited their regal dig- 


. nity, but ought to be borne with, and excuſed, as 
far as the nature and circumſtances of things will 


bear; ſeeing the inſtance of David teaches us both 
to reaſon and act thus. 4 8 

And, if both the premiſes laid down, and theſe 
concluſions inferred, be certain and true, as I am 
ſure they are, what reaſon have we in theſe nations 


to be duly ſenſible of our peculiar mercies and 
favours. | 


We, that were ſo wonderfully ſaved from an | 


inundation of idolatry and miſery, in the late glo- 
Tious revolution. | 


We, that are now ſo happy, both in religious 


and civil reſpects, under the beſt of princes; with 


reſpect to whom we have nothing to lament, but 
that ſhe is mortal. 


But, 
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But, as it is not eaſy to talk much of a n 
choly ſubject, ſo T deſire to ſkreen my mind from ſo 
mournful'a ne. 

And therefore I ſhall only ſay this, to divert 
ſuch thoughts, that we have reaſon to thank God, 
that we have ſuch comfortable expectation, as God 
and our parliaments have given us, that even the 
demiſe of ſo virtuous and good a queen, is not like 
to introduce, popery and ſlavery upon us. | 
In the mean time, let us thank God, and uni- 
verſally rejoice in our preſent happineſs, and pity, 
rather than abhor, thoſe ſenſeleſs animals who are 
fond of exchanging a Britiſb and EO, 10 
for a Popiſb and French prince. 

Ard let us beg of God, that our gracious fo. 
vereign's life may be precious in his fight, and that 
| the may never fall 55 the ſnares of a 80 and Ja 
cobile party. | 

I could with plesure run out much longer upon 
this application of David's character, to our preſent 
queen. But, as I may have occafion to touch upon 
this afterwards, in the concluſion of this' diſcourſe, 
ſol have ſo much more work to run through, chat 
1 am willing to haſten forward. 

I ſhall therefore only add this one thing for- 
ther, to what I have ſaid upon this part of my 
diſcourſe; That in caſe any perſon have a mind 
to quarrel with me, as to what I have ſaid in 
praiſe of our late revolution, and of the late king, 
and our pre/ent gracious queen, as revolution Princes, 

with a deſign to enter the liſts with me, from this to- 
pick, That the relation which the Fewiſh nation had 
to God as their Sovereign, was ſo peculiar, as that ir 
cannot be applied to any government ſince: I would 
have them to know, that perhaps I underſtand the 
Fewiſb Peculium as well as _ EIS. 00 1 
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ſhall venture to ſay further, that I underſtand it fo 


far, that I am ſure never did any man underſtand it 


ſo little, as ſome that have of late pretended the 
higheſt this way. But this is no proper time or 
place to expoſe the dotage of thoſe pretended Pro- 
teſtant high-flyers. 

All therefore that I need to ſay now, upon this 


head, is, That whatever were the peculiarities of the 


Fewiſh government, as a Theocraty; yet theſe two 
things, which I have infiſted upon, in the inſtance of 
David, (viz. his title to the crown, and his effential 
character, as a good king) were not ſo peculiar to 
him, in reference to that nation, but that they are 
applicable, materially confidered, as I have done, to 
all rightly conſtituted Chriſtian kingdoms, bur 
eſpecially to our's. e 

And therefore, ſeeing Chriſt now is, as really, 


the only ſupreme ſovereign of theſe nations, in a 


divine and ſuperlative reſpect (his laws being ſo in- 
corporated with our's, as to be, indeed, in ſome re- 
ſpect, their foundation as well as ſecurity) though 
not ſo formally and politically, as he was of 1/rael of 
old, I am not ſenſible that I have miſapplied matters 
this way in the leaſt. DT? 
And I am ſure, whatever I have failed in, it was 
not in my equalizing our preſent queen to David, 
unleſs it was in falling ſhort of her praiſes; who is ſo 
much more a queen after God's heart, than he was a 
King, asſhe has never been guilty of any of hiscrimes, 
either in relation to morals or politicks. For neither 
can any man charge her with what is mean or unge- 
nerous, nor with the leaſt action that has ſo much 
as a tendency towards an incroachment upon God's 


upon the national eſtabliſhment or rights of her 
people. $5241, | . 
But! ſhall now proceed to the ſecond head of 
our text: and therefore, as I have hitherto con- 


fidered David, I ſhall now diſcourſe, | 
| G II. Con- 
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H. Concerning David's worthies or heroes ; or, 
as they are called in the Galect of that 

time, his mighty men. 
I have already in general taken notice of the 
divine care to regiſter the names of thoſe brave and 
gallant officers, that promoted and maintained he 


Revolution of old, and David's right to, and poſſeſſion 


of the crown, in ſpite of all the oppoſition that was 


made thereunto, whether by foreign enemies, or by 
Saulites and ſons of Belial at home. 

I need not ſet down either of thoſe liſts 3 
ſeeing you may read them at your leiſure in your 
Bibles. | | 
Nor ſhall I trouble you with any criticiſms u 
the little differences that may be obſerved to be be- 
tween the two liſts, far leſs with any een, as 
to their particular offices or ſervices. 

It will be ſufficient for my purpoſe, Iſt. To pre- 
ſent you with ſome general obſervations, in relation 
to the order wherein they are placed: and then, 
2dly, To take notice of the character that is given 
to hoſe of them that were the moſt illuſtrious, and 
merited the firſt and higheſt poſts of honour and 
ſervice. | | 
| I, Some obſervations concerning the order 

wherein they are placed. 

1 Obſ. That Joab is ſo placed as not to be 
ranked among them, though he was the firſt of them 
all, as being chief general. Why it ſhould be ſo, I 
can give no reaſon, unleſs this be allowed as ſuch, 
(which, I confeſs, to me appears to have been the 
only one) viz, That Joab was a ſpecies of himſelf, as 
being ſuch a man as was not fit to be ranked with any 
other; for, indeed, he was ſuch a compoſition as we 
can hardly find a parallel to him in any age. His 


virtues and vices were in a manner equal. The firſt 


were ſo eminent as to raiſe him above all, whilſt the 
other were ſo great, as that he ſeemed not to deſerve 


to 
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K 


out of this heroical liſt. But in caſe any 
ſhould remain this way, I ſhall not grudge a little 
pains in giving a ſhort and * account of 
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to be ranked at all with the reſt. Whilſt therefore 
there was ſuch an equilibrium between theſe, no wiſer 
medium could be tound out, than to mention him 
firſt and before all David's captains, and yet to men- 
tion him ſo, by himſelf, and apart, as not to bring 
him at all into the number of the heroes of that 
reign and age. 

And now that this is the juſt and exact character 
of Joab, and that his fortune (as we uſe to ſay) was 
exactly proportioned to the ſame, I ſuppoſe every 
one that has conſidered his hiſtory, uſt own that 
this muſt have been the reaſon of his being omitted 
doubt 


him. 

Foab was the ſon of Zerviah, David's eldeſt 
fiſter.® Whether he was her eldeſt ſon may be 
doubted, ſeeing in the public regiſter Abi/hai is 
ranked in the firſt place. It would ſeem either that 
Zerviah had married diſhonourably, or that ſhe did 
not marry-at all, but that her ſons were illegitimate, 
feeing Joab and his brothers are an exception to the 


Rated rule obſerved by the Hebrews in marking per- 


ſons out, as to their deſcent, by the father; ſeeing 
their father's name- is conſtantly omitted. For 
whereas it is {aid of Abigail, David's youngeſt ſiſter, 
that ſhe married Zether,+ and had by him Ama/a, 
no ſuch account is to be found as to Zerviah's marry- 
ing at all. It is certain therefore that Zerviah was 


not a woman of the beſt conduct this way. And 


therefore David, (a) whenever he ſhews his anger 
againſt Joab and his brethren, {till calls them ſons of 
Zerviah. But however, Foab and his brethren ren- 


dered themſelves illuſtrious by their heroical ma- 


nagement. 


* 1 Chron, 2. 16. 


(a) 2 Sam. 3. 39. Chap. 
16. 10. 


+ V. 17. 
G 2 
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nagement. And though Joab was, as I think, but 
the ſecond. brother, and inferior to Abiſbai, in point 
of ſtrength and valour, as well as honeſty ; yet his 
cunning and addreſs was far greater; and by theſe 
he raiſed himſelf above him and all others. How 
he came to raiſe himſelf to be chief above all, (4) 
we are told here, in the verſes preceding our text. 
David had made a promiſe, at the ſiege of Jeruſalem, 
—that he that firſt ſcaled the walls and took the caſtle 
ſhould be his firſt general; and it was Joab's good 
fortune to be the man, And indeed his wiſdom, 
conduct and reſolution, might well ſet him above 
others, in point of fame and honour, as well as mi- 
litary command, were it not that his ambition hur- 
ried him into the commiſſion of abundance of 
wickedneſs. And David knew him ſo well, that he 
feared him indeed, but neither loved him at all, nor 
truſted him intirely. But ſuch was Joab's cunning 
and intereſt, in the army and with the people, that 
David never durſt throw him off ; nor had he ever a 
man that was of that fame and intereſt, that he 
could yenture to raiſe above him. Two indeed he 
had in his eye ſucceſſively, (c) viz. Abner and 
Amaſa : but Joab knew his mind too well, and found 
means to diſpatch both of them. And indeed, his 
baſe murder of theſe two gallant and great men, 
beſides his killing of Ab/alom, in ſpite of David's 
orders, rendered him ſo hateful to his prince, (4) 
that it was no. wonder that he left ſuch a pofitive 
command to Solomon to put him to death. And 
yet, had not Joab fallen in with Adonizab in his re- 
bellion, it is a queſtion whether he might not have 
obliged Solomon, as well as he had done David, to 
continue him gereraliſimo ſtill. However, though 
his wiſdom and conduct, and other qualifications 
were 


(3) V. 4, 5,6. (e) See 2 Sam. 3, 21. and Chap. 19. 
13, Sc. (d) 1 Kings 2. 5. ; 
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were great, and his office and honour ſo great like- 
wiſe, yet ſuch were his vices, and ſuch his guilt, 
eſpecially his concurrence with Adonijah in his un- 
natural rebellion againſt his good father, that we 
need not wonder that he is not numbered with the 
other-worthies of David's army. 

2d. Obf. That there is here an excellent pattern 
given to princes in ſucceeding ages, in this, That 
theſe heroes are ranked as well as raiſed, exactly 
according to their merit, without any regard to their 
quality and birth, or even relation to the ſoverei 
This is ſo plainly obſervable in the catalogue itſelf, 
that I need not infiſt upon it. For the three firſ 
worthies ſeem to be but obſcure perſons as to their 
birth, in compariſon of others. And it deſerves our 
= conſideration, that ſome are left out of this liſt, who 
XX —were not only perſons of eminent quality, and re- 
X lated to David himſelf, but ſuch allo as had diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves by their actions; who yet are 
not inſerted in either of theſe liſts. For inftance, 
we read not of Jonathan the ſon of Shimeah (otherwiſe 
called Shammah) the elder brother of David, in 
either of theſe catalogues, and yet we have this 
account. of him, (e) That he flew almoſt ſuch an- — 
other giant, as David did formerly, and who defied 
Tjrael in like manner as Goliah had done. Now _ 
would think that this might have entitled hit 
be ranked with the other heroes of this liſt. Bur 
perhaps his youth, or want of conduct in other re- 
ſpects, might obſtruct this honour, though other- 
wiſe he was a brave and gallant perſon. For this liſt 
ſeems to have been ſo peculiar, that no man could be 
adopted into the number, until he had by more than 
one action ſignalized himſelf, ſo as to deſerve this 
honour. But I principally obſerve the impartiality 
then uſed, that even ſo brave a man as this Jonathan, 


though 
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— though he was David's own nephew, did not acquire 


it ſooner than the meaneſt man, in point of birth. 
For had it not been upon this account, I cannot ſee 
why he ſhould have been left out, when Elkanan the 
Bethlehemite ſhould be inſerted, for killing the bro- 


ther of him whom Jonathan ſlew ;+ and therefore I 


do ſuppoſe that this was not the only reaſon of con- 
ferring this honour upon Elkanan. And here, by 
the way, I cannot but take notice of a ſtrange miſ- 
take in our verfion, in rendering the words [he 
brother of Goliah the Gittite] as if we ſhould un- 
derſtand that this giant, whom Elkanan flew, was 


the brother of that Goliab whom David flew. 


Whereas the Hebrew ſays expreſly, that Elkanan flew 
Goliah the Gittite. And this ſame Goliah is ſaid to 
be the brother of the other three giants of that city, 
viz. I/hbi-benoch, whom Abiſhai flew, Saph whom 
Sibbechai flew, and the other giant, whoſe name is not 
mentioned, whom Jonathan flew : for it is expreſly 
ſaid, (a) That all theſe four were the ſons of Arapha 
or Rapha (as the LX render it g? of Gath, or, 
as our verſion has it, of the giant of Gath. So that 


the Gathiſh champion ſlain by Elkanan was not the 


brother of the old Goliah, nor of any other of that 
name, but was himſelf of the ſame name with him 
that was ſlain by David near 50 years before, as be- 
ing ſpecified to be the ſon of Rapha, and the brother 
of the other three perſons mentioned. 

zd. Oh. That David's worthies are ranked ſo 


as to be diſtinguiſhed and caſt into three orders or 


claſſes. The r conſiſts of three, who are called 
the three worihies. The ſecond conſiſts of three like- 
wiſe, who are ſaid to be worthy indeed, and to exceed 
the thirty, but not to equal the firſt three, And the 
third clauſe contains all the reſt, who are indeed 


brave and excellent perſons, but ſaid to have fallen 


vaſtly 
+ 2 Sam. 21. 19. . (a) V. 22. 
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vaſtly ſhort of the former fix, eſpecially the firſt 
three. So that, if we may be allowed to ſpeak in 
the modern dialect, we may repreſent to ourſelves, 
the firft three, as ſo many generals; the next three, as 
lieutenant generals under them; and the remaining 
perſons, as ſo many field officers under both. 

And now, having premiſed theſe obſervations, 
I proceed to give, 

2dly, The characters of the principal heroes 
of David's reign and age. 

It cannot be ſuppoſed that I ſhould take notice 
of all, ſeeing I have no materials this way. 

I ſhall therefore content myſelf to ſay ſome- 
thing in relation to the wo ternaries, or tevo threes, of 
the worthies of the firſt and ſecond orders; ; according 
to the few and tranſient hints that are given of them. 
And I begin with, 

(1) The firſt three, who are repreſented, as 
the worthieſt of all, of whom even the 
three following heroes (though more ex- 
cellent than all the other captains) fell 
vaſtly ſhort. 4 

Now, though the f/ three were ſo very excel- 
lent as to excel all others, yet even amongſt them 
there is a very memorable gradation. For he that 
is ranked firft of all, is ſo characterized, as we are 
obliged to look upon him, as ſuperior to both the 
other; at the ſame time that the fecond is repreſented 
as, in ſome reſpects, ſuperior to the ird. But this 
will appear more clearly, by confidering their cha- 

racters apart, Let us therefore procced to obſerve 
what the Scripture ſays of cach of them. Now the 
firſt is called, 

I. Dr Hachmonite, the chief of the 
captains; or * is called in the firſt liſt) the 
Tachmonite, Bon fs in the ſeat, chief among the cap- 

tains, even Adino or Eznite. 
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| Before I proceed further, I'muſt labour to clear 

up this great man's name, ſeeing we find that he had 
various names, or at leaſt deſcriptive titles. And 
without troubling myſelf, or others, with the various 
gloſſes of criticks upon the names given him in the 
firſt account, which we have in the Second Book of 
Samuel, with which I ſhall begin; I ſhall only pre- 
ſent you with the reſult of my own thoughts, after 
a ſerious confideration both of the Hebrew text and 
the beſt verſions thereof. 

I reckon therefore, that the proper name of this 
great hero was Adino, and that he was called the 
Eznite or an Eznite, from the town or village where 
he was born. 

This Adino being a man not only of vaſt ſtrength 
and courage, but of ſurpaſhng wiſdom, was pre- 
ferred above all others, to be, as it were, the con- 
ſtant preſident, in all councils of war, and perhaps 
in all other councils whatſoever. And upon thi 
account, it would ſeem, he got the name or title of 
Foſheb Baſhebeth Tachkimoni, which if rendered not 
ſyllabically, but according to the ſenſe, amounts to 
this character, He that ſat in the chair being the wiſeſt 
of all; or, as we may ſay, more agreeably to the 

enius of our language, The moſt wiſe prefident. And 
by this periphraſis, he ſeems to have been ſo univer- 
ſally ſpoken of and known, that his proper name 
was in a manner forgotten; therefore the firſt hiſto- 
rian, when he had ſpoken of him under this deſig- 
nation, adds, in a parentheſis only, This was Adino 


the Eznite. The other does not in the leaſt men- 


tion him by this name at all. Nor needs this be 
wondered ar, ſeeing we find it to be almoſt a current 
cuſtom among ourſelves, to denominate a man that 
has been long in an eminent poſt, from his place and 
office, without ſo much as mentioning either his 
name or title at all; as when we ſay, my lord high 
chancellor did ſo or ſo, or there goes my lord high 

treaſurer, 


8 
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treaſurer, or my lord keeper, or my lord preſident of the 
council, &c, | 

And it would ſeem that Faſhobeam, or rather, 
(as the Hebrew word is) Faſhobham, was a con- 
traction of the former longer appellation (by which 
this man was generally known and ſpoken of) in a 
laconick ſort of dialect, though we are not able, at 
this diſtance of time, to give the reaſon why Joſpeb 
* Baſhebeth Tachkimoni came to be thus contracted. 
| However, 7 in the Hebrew text of the 
Chronicles, this Jaſbobham is called Ben-Chachmoni, 
i. e. the ſon of Chachmoni or Hachmoni, we come thus 


ſeeing the name of his father ſignifies one that is very 
wiſe, or the moſt wiſe of men, and that it ſo fell out 
that this Alino was indeed ſuch a one as to deſerve 
this character: hence it would ſeem he came indif- 
ferently to be called Ben Hahmoni, i. e. the ſon of 
Hahmom, or Tachkimoni, i. e. the moſt wiſe man, viz, 
of all David's captains. 

Let us then put all theſe together, and we have 
a full deſcription of this great man, with reſpect to 
the defignations he was then known by. For as his 
proper name was Adino, ſo he was the ſon of 
Hahmoni, born in the-town or village of Ezuo, 
whence he is called the Eznite; as he was alſo called 
Joſbeb Baſhebeth, from his office, i. e. conſtant pre- 
fident of the councils of war; being advanced to this 
office, becauſe, in alluſion to his admirable parts, as 
well as his father's name, he was Tachkimoni, the 
moſt wiſe counſellor, _ 3 : 

How great and wonderful a perſon this Adino 
Jaſobham was, in the opinion of the Jets, if we may 
believe their paraphraſtical expoſition of theſe 
names, ſeems to exceed all belief. Bur, ſeeing no 
man can pretend now to be equally capable, as the 
ancient Jes, to expound theſe myſtical names, I 
hope it will be grateful to the curious reader, to hear 


2 what 
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to underſtand the name of his father likewiſe. And 
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what they ſay upon this ſubject. Now, inſtead of 
preſerving the Hebrew words, they give us a very 
{ſtrange expoſition of theſe names, which is after 
this manner. * Adino, ſay they, was, 

The noble head of the armies, (viz. of David) oho 
fat upon the ſeat of juſtice, ſurrounded. with all the 
prophets and elders ; being, the anointed with the holy 
unction, the choſen perſon, the moſt pleaſant man, one 
of the moſt beautiful countenance and comely aſpect, the 
chief in wiſdom, the moſt prudent in council, the ſtrongeſt 
and beldeft of all men; and therefore upon all thoſe 
accounts, the head of all the heroes; being alſo gover- 
uor over all the arſenals of war, and military arms and 
ſtores; whoſe word was a law, and who Tas always 
conqueror in the day of battle. And then it is added, 
as an inſtance of this, He ſo manaped his lance, that he 
flew 800 men at one time. | | 

It is impoſſible for any man, ſa to tranſlate the 
Chaldee, as to render it exactly according to the letter, 
and make fenſe of it, at the ſame time, in our lan- 
guage. And it was this laſt that I principally con- 
fidered here, though if I have miſt it in any one par- 
ricular, the matter is not great: for, let the criticks 
render it which way they pleaſe, ftill it muſt be 
owned, that never did any panegyrick buoy up the 
character of any hero higher than this Targum does 
that of Adino. So that we muſt look upon bim to 
have been, in all reſpects, the miracle of his age, 
and, in a manner, the moſt perfect and glorious ſub- 
ject that ever any prince or nation had to boaſt of: 
for, if we may believe the author of this paraphraſe, 
(and indeed the original text lays a great foundation 
for what he ſays) he was | 

1. The wiſeſt man that was then in the world. 

2. The moſt learned of that age. 

3. The moſt beautiful perſon of all men. 


| 4. The 
* Targum ſeu Paraph, Chald, in 2 Sam. 23. v. 8. 
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4. The beſt ſymmetryed, and of the moſt glo- 
rious and majeſtick aſpect. | 


5. Of the moſt courtly, pleaſant, and affable 
diſpoſition. w_ 


6. The greateſt orator. 
7. The moſt conſummate ſtateſman. 
8. The moſt impartial judge. 
9. The moſt religious ſervant of God. 
10. The moſt faithful ſubject. 
11. The trueſt countryman. 
12. The moſt uſeful citizen. 
13. The beſt and moſt faithful friend. 
14. The man of the greateſt ſtrength of body. 
15. The boldeſt and moſt daring ſoldier; 
And therefore juſtly reputed to be, 
16. The darling of heaven, and marked out by 
God for the greateſt honour, ſucceſs and ſervice ; 
And conſequently preferred by David, 
17. To be his chief hero. 
18. The conſtant preſident of his council, ac- 
cording to whoſe advice war was entered into and 
carried on. 


19. The ſupreme governor of all the arſenals, 
nilitary ſtores, fortreſſes and caſtles of 1/rael. 
20. And the firft hero of the world, in the opi- 


ion of David, with the univerſal approbation of all 
men. 


rc 


21. Having the honour to be anointed, (as the 
Targum ſays) as a public mark of honour put upon 
im ; no man pretending to rival him in any of all 
Fheſe reſpects. Wu FF | 
22, Nay, being exalted ſo high (if we may be- 
Wicve the Targum) as to be conſtituted perpetual pre- 
ent of the great and auguſt ſenate of 1/rael, or their 
great ſanbedrim; ſeeing we are given to underſtand, 
lat he was chairman or preſes of the great repreſen- 
ative of Iſrael; which, according to the hint given 
s in this paraphraſe, conſiſted in that age, of the 


2 great 


9. 
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great and approved of prophets, who repreſented God 
as ſupreme king, and the elders of 1ſrael, who were of 
two ſorts, viz. the hereditary elders or princes, who 
were the heads of the ſeveral tribes, and the elective 
elders, who were choſen by the people, though in 
what way we cannot pretend now to underſtand. 
But, let theſe things be as they will, I am ſure - 
that nothing can be more great and auguſt, than the 
character given 1n this 1 of Jonathan, of the 


great Adino; even though we ſhould abſtract from 


the ſuperlatives therein, and word things with the 
reateſt caution imaginable. However it was my 
buſineſs to repreſent this perſon, juſt as this ancient 
Jerviſh author has done, as near as I could pretend to 
underſtand his meaning, in the main ; without put- 
ting myſelf, or others, to the tedious trouble of an 
over nice critical exactneſs; which is then only ne- 
ceſſary, when the ſubject is of real importance, in 
reference to the effentials of religion. 

However one thing we cannot but take parti- 

ular notice of, viz. the inſtance given us, in the 
3 hiſtory itſelf, of his admirable courage which 
he diſcovered in encountering alone “ with 800 
men, and his prodigious ſtrength of body, and moſt 
wonderful {kill and dexterity of war in defeating and 
ſlaying ſo many. _ * 

Object. But how is that account reconcilable 
with that in the Chronicles, + where it is only ſaid, 
that he flew 3oo men? Ws | 

Anſcv. Our criticks and commentators are di- 


vided in their opinions, in reconciling theſe twa, 
accounts. For, iſt. Some think that theſe two 
actions relate to two different men. But that is a 
very groſs miſtake, ſeeing he to whom the one and 
the other is aſcribed, is ſaid to be the firſt and chief 
of the three mighty captains ; nor are the names 

85 . really 
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really different, far leſs diſſonant, as I have ſhewed. 
_ 2dly. Others therefore ſuppoſe, that theſe were dif- 
ferent actions of the ſame perſon. But this is a very 
precarious ſuppoſition, eſpecially ſeeing both are 
related in the very ſame words, and to the very ſame 
intent, viz. To give us an inſtance of Adino's vaſt 
courage and ſtrength of body; eyen that very in- 
ance by which he ſeems principally to have merited 
the honour of being, ever after, preferred above all 
the other worthies of David. 3. Some therefore are 
apt to think, that the compiler of the Chronicles 
(who wrote long after the author of the books of 
Samuel, and excerpted this and many other things out 
of them) or rather ſome later ſcribe, who wrote 
over his hiſtory, might miſtake ſo far as to write 
TP way, three hundred inſtead of FM Mag, 
eight hundred ; greater miſtakes having been fre- 
quently committed by /cribes. And it muſt be 
owned, that even the Hebrew Bible, which we have, 
does not want ſevetal eſcapes of this fort ; of which 
Mr. Npiſton has given us a pretty large catalogue, 
which no man can poſſibly give any other account 
of, but as the miſtakes of franſcribers. And there- 
fore, as I have ſaid in print, once and again, thoſe 
orthodox gentlemen, that place the credit of ſcri 
ture-revelation upon ſo narrow and indefenſible a 
bottom, as ſome do, and pretend that every ſcribe 
was infallibly guarded from miſtaking ſo much, as 
in a letter, would do well to remember, that they do 
but deſerve the credit of revelation, and help on 
that of ſcepticiſm and infidelity, by ſo precarious a 
oligzge as this; ſeeing all we are to aſſert is this, 
bar the ſcripture was divinely inſpired at firſt; and 


that it is ſo uncorrupted at this day, as to be the 
ſame materially and ſubſtantially that it ever was; 
and that God's peculiar care has been ever over it, 
for this end, and that ſo as not to ſuffer any thing 
Fherein, of conſequence, to be loſt or miſrepreſented, 


This 


* | 
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This T believe, and, I think, am able. to defend; 
but I am equally ſure, that no man can defend the 
former. 

I am not willing to make any excurſion here, 
But, ſeeing ſome weak mer may think I ſay too 
much, I refer them, if they can, to reconcile thoſe 
paſſages ſet down by Mr. Jhiflon, in his “ Short 
View 07 Chronology. I ſhall only mention thoſe few 
paſſages that he takes notice of in the ſame Firff 
Book of the Chronicles, where our text is. In chap. 
3- v. 22. there are only five ſons of Shemaiah men- 
tioned, and yet they are fummed up fix. In chap. 6. 
I. 54—60. There are only eleven cities reckoned up, 
and yet the ſum is thirteen. So that the ſcribe, in 
tranſcribing the names of theſe cities, (the account 
itſelf being taken out of Joſh. 21. 9.— 19.) omits 
the names of two, viz. Gibeon and Futiah, which are 
to be found recorded in that original regiſter in the 
Book of Zoſpua. In chap. 6, 61, it is ſaid that the 
ſons of Kohath had ten cities given them, and that all 
ehejz cities were given out of the half tribe of Manaſſeh. 
Whereas the original regiſter in 7%. 21. 20,—26. 
(out of which it is certain this account is taken) - 
tells us indeed, that the /ons ef Kohath had ten cities 
given them, bur tells us at the ſame time, that no 
more but wo of them were taken out of he half tribe 
of Manaſſeh; the other eight being taken out of the 
tribes of Ephraim and Gad; four out of the one tribe, 
and four out of the other. In chap. 8. 33,38. and 
chap. 9. 39,—44. we have the very ſame genealogy 
of Saul's family twice recorded; only, in the latter, 


the name of Ahaz is omitted, «nt therefore our tranſ- - 


lators were forced to ſupply it out of the former. 
in chap. 23. 19. and chap. 24. 23. beſides the repe- 
tition of the ſame catalogue as before, the father's 
name Hebron is omitted in the ſecond of theſe chap; 


ters, 
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ters, and the order of Feriah likewiſe, who-ought to 
have been ſtiled the firſt, as he is in the preceding 
chapter. In chap. 25. 3. there are only five ſons of 
Feduthun reckoned up, and yet they are ſummed up 
ſo as to be made fix, And in chap. 22. 14. there is, 
ſays Mr. Mhiſton, a ſtrange ſum, ſaid to be provided 
by David for the work of the temple ; and the more 
ſtrange, if we conſider David's words: Nou, ſays 
he, behold in my trouble, (or, of my poverty) I have 
prepared for the houſe of the Lord an hundred thouſaud 
talents of gold, and a thouſand thouſand talents of fulver. 
Now, as Mr. Fhifton obſerves, David ſpeaks here 
as if this ſum had been a ſmall ſum, m compariſon 
of what he intended, in caſe his affairs had been 
more proſperous, and himſelf in better circum- 
ſtances. And I muſt add this further obſervation, 
that this yaſt ſum of coined money ſeems to have 
been but ſmall, in compariſon of the bullion that 
was not melted down : for David adds, v. 16. That 
of the gold, the filver, aud the braſs and the iron, there 
was no number. Now the ſum of this in our Eng- 
liſh money is (as Mr. Whiſton reckons it) no leſs 
than ſeven hundred millions of pounds ſterling ; that is, 
ſays he, almoſt as much as amounts to the ſolid con- 
tent of the whole temple and porch withal, had it 
been all filver; nay, to more gold and filver than the 
whole earth had upon it, till the late diſcovery of the 
mines in America. As to what Mr. Whiſfton adds, 
that Foſephus * mentions only the roth part of this 
ſum, I humbly ſuppoſe he is miſtaken, ſeeing 
Joſephus ſpeaks of this indefinitely. And, when he 
adds, that in the Syriack no more is mentioned than a 
thouſand talents of each kind, 1 reckon he meant to 
ſay in the Arabich, for the Arabick does indeed render 


the ſum ſo; but the Syriack renders it as our verſion 
does. Ep 


Now, 
2 
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Now, whether it was the compiler of this Firſt 
Book of Chronicles himſelf, or ſome after ſcribe, as I 
rather think, that was guilty of ſuch miſtakes ; till 
it is certain, that ſuch they are, and that they are to 
be found in all the Hebrew copies now extant. And 
that they were there likewiſe, above a thouſand 
years ago, appears from the ancient verſions, where 
they are alſo to be found. And, in caſe the Greek 
verſion, which now goes under the name of the 
Septuagint, was the ſame that was tranſlated in the 
days of Ptolomey Philadelphus, about 260 years be- 
fore Chriſt, we muſt conclude that the ſame miſtakes - 
were in that Hebrew copy, which they made uſe of. 
So that it needs be no wonder, if ſuch an error alſo, 
in point of number, crept into the Hebrew copies 
of this book, as that of putting for 800. 

But in caſe any perſon think that there 1s no 
neceſſity of ſolving this difficulty, after this manner, 
Jam very willing that he ſuppoſe the caſe to be 
either, 1. That Adino and his ſervants encountered a 

body of 800 of the enemies of T/rael, and that he 
Hirafelf flew 300 of them with his own hand, and 
that the reſt were diſpatched by his attendants ; it 
being uſual to aſcribe to the commanding officer, in 
a general way of ſpeaking, what is done by his order 
and under his conduct. Or, 2. That Adino did fo 
deſtroy a party of 800 men, as that 3o0o of them 
were flain upon the ſpot, and the other 500 were 
partly cut off in the purſuit, and partly died of 
their wounds, or were otherwiſe ſo fatigued, as ta 
be knocked down by the country people who were 
ſpectators of the action: ſo that I do not deny, but 
that we may make a ſhift to account for the differ- 
ence between theſe two relations of the action, even 
upon the ſuppoſition that there were no miſtake 
here at all. | 
But I have ſaid enough of this firſt great man, 
Alino, otherwiſe called Jaſbobbam or Faſhobeam : 1 
* ; | proceed 
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proceed therefore to the others, of whom 1 ſhall dif- 
courſe as ſuccinctly as I can. | 

II. The ſecond hero of David's army was Era | 
zar, the ſon of Dado, the: Abobite, who was allo one of 
the three mighties, or firſt ternary of worthies. 4 
Now, what chiefly raiſed the character of this 
man, was his defeating a great body of the Phi. 
liſtines, and being thus the principal occaſion of 
gaining a conſiderable victory to Vrael; which was 
ſo much the more remarkable, that the Hraelites 
| were before that fled away. So that this man's ſin- 
gle gallantry and bravery turned, as we uſe to ſay, 
the fortune of the day. In the Chronicles, it is ſaid, 
that this action was at Pas-Dammim; which therefore 
has occaſioned, our commentators to be guilty of a 
great blunder, when they ſuppoſe that this was 
the ſame place with f Ephe/-Dammim, where David 
ſlew Goliab, merely becauſe: the names ſound ſome- 
thing alike; whereas, at that time David was not ſo 
much as a ſoldier, and far leſs had ſuch officers un- 
der him as this Elearar, who came not to David un- 
til he had fled from Saul, and taken up arms in ſelf= 
defence. So that this action, wherever it happened 
to be done, was not until after David's having taken 
up his abode in the cave Adullam: (a) for it was then 
that a great many diſcontented men came and join- 
ed themſelves to David. And we read here, that it 
was then and there that this Eleazar, (5) together with 
the other twg molt mighty men, Adino and Sbammab, 
joined themſelves to him, and became the principab 
captains of his little army of 400 men. 2 
III. The third of the three mightieſt men was 

Shammab, the ſon of Agee the Hararile. () 
How he comes to be omitted in the firſt Book of 
Chronicles, I pretend not to be able to tell: however, 
I muſt own, that I ſee not to what we can attribute 
the omiſſion of ſo great a man and action, but to the 
miſtake either of the compiler of this Book, or his 
1 | ſcribe ; 


* 1 Sam. 29. 9, 10. + 1 Sam. 17. 1. /a) See 1 Sam. 22, 2, 
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ſcrjbe ; which we need the leſs wonder at, confider- 
ing thoſe errors or eſcapes of this kind, which we 
have already made mention of. 

Now the action that he 13 famed for, is juſt ſuch 
another as that of Eleazar, viz. the giving ſuch a 
turn to a battle between the /raelites and Philiſtines, 
when the former had rurned their backs, as retrieved 
their loſs and diſhondur, and made them conquerors 
over their enemies. 

But, beſides thoſe particular and eminent ſervi- 
ces, chat theſe three mighty men had the honour of do- 
ing, 1 Sam. 23. 13, &c. and 1 Chron. 41. 15, Sc. ſing- 
ly and apart, chere is another action, that is common 
to them all three, viz. their breaking through the 
garriſon of the Philitines, which was in Beiblebem, 
and drawing water out of the wel there, to evidence 
their zeal for their general's ſervice. 

And perhaps this joint ſervice might be thefirſt 
_ occaſion of their being caſt into one claſs, as if they 
had been three ſworn brothers. 

However, let this ſuffice, as to the characters 
and actions of theſe firſt three worthies. Let us 
proceed therefore and conſider, | 

(2) The /econd three, who are repreſented as the 
next to the former, and above all others in 
renown, for courage and ſtrength. 

And here I muſt obſerve the ſame thing, in rela- 
tion to them, that I did before, withreſpect tothe iy. 
three, viz. that, though every one of them did exceed 
the thirty, that followed; yet that they were not 
equal among themſelves: for the fit exceeded the 
'- ſecond in proweſs, as well as order, as the ſecond did 
alſo exceed the third. And, 

I. Let us conſider. Abiſhai, Foad's brother. 

Of him it is ſaid, * that he lifted up his ſpear 
againſt 300, whom he ſlew. And it is added, in 
the account in the Chronicles, as well as that in Sa- 
muel, that by this action he merited to have the chief 
name and authority among thole of this ſecond three, 


but 
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but that he attained not to the firſt three. Which how 
to underſtand I know not, eſpecially if we add'to 
this, Abifbai's killing the great Philiſtine champion, 
mentioned 2 Sam. 21. 16, 17. if we muſt fall in 
with that ſuppoſition, that commentators have hi- 
therto been ſo zealous for, viz. That no miſtake ought 
tobe admitted as tothe account of Adino's action, as it 
is recorded in the Chronicles. For it is no more plain- 
ly ſaid of Adino or Jaſbobeam, that he flew 300 men, 
than it is ſaid of Abiſbai. If then Abiſbai's action 
was as great and memorable, as even that of Adino, 
whence is it, that it is ſaid, that he did neither equal 
him, nor ſo much as come up to the other two, whoſe 
actions and characters are yet repreſented to fall con- 
ſiderably ſhort of Adino's? I muſt therefore openly 
profeſs, that I incline to think that we ought not to go 
about the buſh, to find out evaſions as to the diffi. 
culty before-mentioned, but frankly to grant that 
there muſt be a miſtake, as to this matter (as well as 
with reſpect to the paſſages I mentioned before,) in 
our preſent copies of this firſt Book of Chronicles, 
and that it ought to be ſupplied and reſtored out of 
the original account in Samuel, and accordingly 
read and underſtood. And if this be once admitted, 
as I think we may very well do, then there will be 
no wonder, if he have the firſt honour, who ſlew 800 
at once, when Abiſbai ſlew but 300. 

II. The next perſon to Abiſbai is Benaiah, the 
ſon of Jeboiada, * who alſo was the ſon of a valian 
man of Kas/eel, 

So that it is the firſt thing taken notice of as to 
this man, that he was deſcended from a race of he- 
roes, or, at leaſt, that both his father and grand- 
father were ſuch, | 

But it ſeems that he himſelf exceeded them both, 
as well as all the other captains of his age, excepting 
only the former four,  _ | 
F His 

* 1 Sam. 23. 20, 21. 1 Chron, 11. 22. 23. 


68 THE DIVINE RIGHT 


His principal actions (after premiſing this general 
eulogy of him, that he had done many great things) 
are theſe; 1. That be eto two lion-liłe men of Mo- 
ab, i. e. two men that were fierce,” bold, nimble and 
ſtrong, like lions, and perhaps had fierce and terri- 
ble countenances, like that ſort of creature, as it 
is obſerved ſome men have, as a natural prognoſti- 
cation of their natures; (a) as men of other tem- 
pers are obſerved to be like other creatures, b 
ſome curious men, who have treated of this ſubject. 

2. That he flew a lion in à pit in time of ſnow ; 
when it was confined and hungry, and therefore the 
more fierce and rapacious. 3. That ze flew an 
Egyptian, a man of prodigious ſtature and ftrength, tho 
the Egyptian was armed, and he without any other wea- 
pon but a flaff, ſo that he was forced to wreſt his ene- 
my's a hg bim, in order to diſpatch him. 

or theſe actions be had the name, or a great name, 
among three mighty men, (i. e. the ſecond three) inſomuch 
that he was more honourable than the thirty ;' but he at- 
tained not Io the firſt three. "2 
| For theſe, and the like actions, David ſet him over 
his guard. But Solomon did afterward raiſe him 
much higher, by making him general over all his 
forces in the room of Jab, 1 Kings 2. 15. 
But now, that I have mentioned David's guard, 
I cannot but obſerve that this is of uſe to let light 
into ſomething: that is otherwiſe like to be very ob- 
ſcure, as ir has been hitherto ro many, viz. What 
thoſe men were that are called the Cherethites and the 
Pelelbites. For by comparing 2 Sam. 23. 23. and 
1 Chron. 11. 25. with 2 Sam. 8. 18. and 1 Chron. 
18. 17. it is plain, that the Cherethites and the Pe- 
lelbiles were the /two companies of David's guards. 
Whence they got theſe names, is not eaſy ſo much 
as to gueſs at. What appears moſt probable to me, 
is this, that theſe names are given them from e 


little 
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-little provinces of the country of the Philiſtines or Phe- 
nicia. For, we do not only read of a certain people 
called CHerechites or Cherethims, 1 Sam. 30. 14. but 
we read of them, as if they either belonged unto or 
bordered upon the Philiftines, Iſaiah 25. 16. and 
Zepb. 2. 4, 3. And we have reaſon therefore to ſup- 
poſe that the Pelethites were their neighbours, though 
we read not of them diſtinctly elſewhere. 

They ſeem to me to have been Philiſtines or Phe- 
nic ians, or a mixture of both (and we know that, in a 
large ſenſe, theſe people were the ſame) that were 
proſelyted to the religion of Jrael, by which, as they 
became odious to their own countrymen, they la- 
boured by their zeal to endear themſelves the more 
to David and his people. And it is commonly ſeen 
that thoſe who embrace any religion or party out of 
choice, become more zealous and active this way, 
than any others; which ſome do out of ſincerity, and 
others out of policy only, that all ſuſpicion of them 
may be taken off. However, certain it is, that ſuch 
ſort of foreigners have been commonly more truſted 
by princes than natives, and have frequently been 
found more true to their intereſts, becauſe they could 
have none of their own, ſeparate from their maſters. 
And in this eſteem were theſe Cherethites and Pele- 
* thites, both with David and Solomon. 

The original or occaſion of their inſtitution 
ſeems to have been this. When Saul and Jonal ban were 
defeated and ſlain by the Philiſtines, in the great de- 
ciſive battle near Gilboa, it is particularly obſerved, 
that the thing which ruined the Vraelites, and gave 

the victory to the Philiſtines, was the ſkilfulneſs of 
the Philiſtine archers or bow-men. (S) David having 
obſerved this, is ſaid to have had a particular concern, 
(e) Thar he children of Judah fhould be inſtrudted in 
Ibe exat7 uſe of the bow. And it would ſeem to me, 
that he did particularly encourage thoſe of the 

| | | Pbiliſtine 
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Phil iſtine nation, that turned proſelytes to the religi- 
on of J/rael, by inſtituting them, not only into an 
order of guards to his perſon, but likewiſe to be the iu- 
firuftors and teachers of the youth, as to the ie of the 
bxw, and other weapons of war, wherein the Phbil:- 

ines had, for a long time, been far more expert than 
the //racliles. 

And I do humbly ſuppoſe, that the number of the 
Cherethites was 200, and the number of the Pelethites 
300. For, being once aſſured that theſe were two 
troops or companies of guards, I cannot but think, 
that it was for them that S9/omon made the 500 tar- 
gets to be carricd out and in with him, when he ap- 
peared abroad in ſtate. * For they were made with 
this diſtinction, that 200 of them were more weighty, 
and 390 leſs weighty, but all of them of beaten gold. 
That theſe: ſuppoſitions are not precarious, appears 
from this, that when Shifak king of Egypt had ta- 
ken away the golden ſhields, which Solomon had made, 
Reboboam cauſed others to be made in their ſtead, of 
braſs; and then the uſe of them 1s aſſigned, thus : 
f And be committed them 10 the chief of the guard, that 
kept the entrance of the king's houſe. And when the 
king entered into the houſe of the Lord, the guard came 
and fetched them, and brought them again into the guard- 
chamber. Now, ſeeing we have proved, that David's 
guard was made up of the Cherethites and Pelethites, 
and that Benaiab was captain over them both; I ſee 
not, but that we have as diſtin& an account of this 
matter, as we can well expect, and I am ſure a much 
more exact account than we will find in many com- 
mentators. 

But, ſceing I have been inſenſibly led into this 
digreſſion, I cannot but take notice of another ſort of 
guards, that David had, at leaſt for a' time, Þ I 

mean the co Gr/771es or Gathites, commanded by 
Iitai, who was likewiſe a foreigner and native of 
Gath, 


* 1 Kings 10. 16, 17. + 2 Chron. 9. 10. 11, | See 2 Sam. 
13. 18, 19: 20, 21, 22, | 
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Gath, but baniſhed thence; I ſuppoſe, becauſe he 
and they were proſelytes of the [fraelitifh religion, “ 
and therefore zealous lovers of David. I do there- 
fore ſuppole, that tai, being a perſon of quality of 
Gath, trom whence he was baniſhed for his religion ; 
thoſe 600 men of his citizens and countrymen, being 
proſelytes alſo, took this opportunity of coming 
away ; and put themſelves, for this end, under the 
protection and command of Illal. Now this having 
happened but a little while before A4/alom's rebellion, 
it is, upon this account, that David urgeth [tar and 
his men to return, as being a franger and foreigner, 
and an exile, and come to him as it were but ver- 
day. Therefore, ſays David, ſhould I put thee and 
thy men to the fatigues that we are like to endure, 
when ye are but juſt come to me from a long jour- 
ney ? But honeſt ///a; had more confidence in the 
father, and in his cauſe, than in the ſon, and there- 
fore was reſolved to give proof of his integrity upon 
this occaſion : ſo that hence it appears, that Lai and 
his Git1i/es or Gathites, were never formally any part 
of David's guards; but were ſo occaſionally at that 
time. And therefore we read not of thetn afterwards. 
For when David cauſed Solomon to be anointed king, 
we read of Benaiab the captain of the guard, who 
went with his /2w9 troops of guards, the Cheretbriies and 
the Pelelbites, and guarded Solomon, whilſt he was 
anointed king: but no mention is made of the Giz- 
tites: lo that there is no ground to think that they 
were any part of David's guards. 

III. The third and laſt of this ſecond three, was 
Aſabel, the brother of Abifhat and Joab. 

Of him, we have no particular action mentioned. 
But it would ſeem that he had ſignalized himſelt moſt 
eminently upon ſeveral occaſions ; ſeeing, though he 
died young, he is yet preferred before all thoſe emi- 
nent men that follow. ' 


All 


| * 
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All that we-read of him particularly, is, that he 
was one of the. moſt nimble and ſwift men in the 
world, and therefore it is ſaid, that he was as /ight 
of foot, as a wild roe. And it ſeems his courage was 
equal to his ſwiftneſs, when he bore ſo hard upon 
Abner, who was queſtionleſs one of the braveſt men 
in the world. But his courage was raſh, as young 
men's frequently is; and this occaſioned his im- 
mature death, f by the hands of Abner ; which ſerved 
Foab afterwards for an excule, though a very frivo- 
lous one, when he baſely murdered, that brave man. 

Andnow Ihave done with theſe ancient worthies. 
And it may be perhaps expected, that I ſhould come 
to the heroes of our preſent age, and run a parallel 
between theſe and thoſe ancient revolution ones of 
David's reign. | 

But as 1t is one of the moſt critical and difficult 
things in the world, to make compariſons of this 
kind; ſo in this preſent caſe, it is almoſt impoſſible. 
The cuſtoms of that ancient time were altogether 
different from our's, particularly in point of fighting. 
Strength of body was a main thing then to raiſe a 
man's character; but it is wiſdom and conduct now, 
accompanied with reſolution, that does all. 

The only man that has purchaſed the greateſt re- 
nown, for comparing the characters of great men, is 
Plutarch. But then, we muſt remember, that there 
was a much greater reſemblance to be found between 
the Grecians and Romans, than can be found between 
the ancient 1/raelites, and any preſent European na- 
tion. And beſides, he never attempted to compare 
the dead with the living, but only the dead with the 
dead. 

However, I ſhall venture to ſay, that we have 
three great men now- alive, that may not be unfitly 
compared with David's firſt three; I mean that great 
prince and hero of our age, the Duke of Marlborough, 

14 " | the 
* Sam. 2. 18. f Ver. 21, 22, 23. 
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the gallant and generous Earl of Peterborough, and 
the noble and brave Earl of Galloway, 

The firſt may not improperly be compared to 
that wonder of his age, Adino or Jaſbnbeam; to whoſe 
character, I know no man now in the world that 
comes up ſo much, in point of wiſdom, conduct, 
reſolution, affability, preſence, induſtry, honour, 
ſucceſs, &c. 

And, I think, the other two may not unfitly bear 
the ſame rank now, in the book of fame and eſteem 
of all men, that Eleazar and Shammah bore, in the 
age wherein they lived, 

More I need not ſay, eſpecially now, when fame 
itſelf proclaims their praiſe fo loudly, that I cannot 
pretend to tell you any particulars, but what every 
one is ſufficiently acquainted with, 

But beſides theſe, we abound ſo much with brave 
officers and gallant ſoldiers, as well as wiſe ſenators, 
that, were we to make a catalogue of their names, we 
might find ten to one that David had. 

And here, if I durſt venture upon ſo daring an 
undertaking, I might draw the plan of ſuch a picture, 
as was never yet attempted. 

There I ſhould repreſent her moſt excellent Ma- 
zeſty, ſeated above her native Britain, with his Roy- 
al Highneſs the Prince by her, ſhedding down pro- 
pitious influences upon all her people, and ſteadily 
holding the veins of the general alliance, and the 
balance of Europe; aſſiſted thereunto by the divine 
condu& and benediction, diſcovered by armies of 
guardian angels, ſurrounding her perſon and throne, 
and ſmiling, as pleaſed with rhe office. | 

In the next place, ſhould thoſe noble and illuſtri- 
ous ladies and lords be ſeen, whoſe glory illumi- 
nates the court itſelf; as being the bright ornaments 
thereof, reflecting and returning light back again 
upon that fountain of honour, from whence it firſt 
broke forth, 
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Neither ſhould thoſe great men be paſt by, by 


whole counſels and adminiſtration our gracious ſa- 
vereign moves, and the nation, and even Europe in 
a great ineaſure, act. For why ſhould they be more 
omitted out of the annals of fame, than thoſe of 
David were of old, who are twice recorded. 

And it is memorable, that the very order, which 
I propoſe here, is that which the ſacred hiſtorian fol- 
lowed ; beginning with the Sovereign, and then enu- 
merating his great ofhcers. * And David reigned over 
all Iſrael, and David executed judgment and juſtice to 
all his people. And Joab was over the bot. And 
Adoram was over {he tribute, or treaſury. And je- 
hoſhaphat was recorder, 1. e. high chancellor, or 
lord kceper. And / Zadock and Abimelech were 
prieſts. And Serajah was ſcribe. And Benajah was 
over the Cherethites and Pelethites, as captain of the 
guards. And Ira was alſo chief ruler, or lord chief 
| juſtice, | 

But the military officers muſt. be ſuppoſed to 
deſerve a very particular commemoration this way. 

And in the front of theſe, the European field is lit- 
tle enough for the Great Marlborough to be employed 
upon. There he is {cen as high as the Danube, break- 
ing the united powers of France and Bavaria, where 
Blenheim and Hochjtedt ſtand perpetual monuments of 
his preſence and conduct; and Mindelbeim is, by the 
Emperor's orders, erected for him, as a iriumphal 
arch to his laſting honour. Now he is ſeen (to omit 
innumerable other occurrences) forcing his way 
through Flanders and Brabant, where at Ramilly he 
attacks, fights and ruins, the beſt army that France 
had ever to boaſt of, Anon, he is ſeen entering into 
capital cilies in triumph, ſurrounned with numerous 
ſpectators, reſcued by his wiſe conduct, and puiſſant 
arms, while they contend who ſhall beſt ſpeak forth 
His praiſes. 8 | 


But, 
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But, chough none can pretend to come near 
this great general, ſo as to be his rival; yet, I would 
not omit me of his illuſtrious companions (for, I 
pretend not to mention all); and here, the noble 
ear] of Orkney, who had fo eminent a hand in the 
battle of Hochfted!, and by whoſe conduct the great 
body of French foot in Blenheim ſurrendered, ſhould 
be ſure to have an eminent place. Nor mould bri- 
gadier Fergaſon's bravery and ſervice, in the ſame 
action, be omitted. Nor yet colone] Row, whoſe 
gallantry there was ſo eminently ſignalized. And, 
ceing both theſe laſt are now dead, I cannot be ſup- 
poſed to be acted from any other principle, in giv- 
ing theſe hints of them, but that of praiſing virlue' 
for virtue q ſake. As indeed, it is from no other prin- 
'ciple, that I take notice of others that are yet alive. 
For I find myſelf under the fame impulſe here, that 
the poet of old ſpake of, when he ſaid, 

* Dignum laude virum Muſa velat mori, 

Cælo Muſa teat. 

That is, That a generous mind is concerned to hin- 
der brave men, what he can, from having their 
names or actions loſt in oblivion. And this Horace 
reckoned to be a beſtowing, as it were, of heaven 
and bappineſs upon them. 

But to proceed, let us conſider thoſe that diſ- 
tinguiſhed themſelves fo eminently in the late glo- 
rious actions of Ramilly. There, let us remember 
what publick ſervice was done by major-general- 
Murray, by his ready and ſeaſonable aſſiſting his ge- 
neral, in the time of danger. Nor ought colonel 
Bringfield to be forgot, though ſo unfartunate in the 
ſame attempt. The young, but brave and daring 
duke of Arpile, claims very peculiar eulogies, upon 
the account of his conduct and courage, at the head 
of the Scols brigade, in that particular and famous 


action. And a 8 ought to be had to the ſignal 
K 2 merits 
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merits of the Lord John Hay, who took the famous 
French regiment of foot, called regiment du Roy, 
conliſting of 1200 men, ſending them priſoners, by 
a peculiar invention, guarded with no more than a 
ſerjeant and 25 men. Nor ought that bravery of the 
Scots, at forcing the lines at Schellenbergb, to be omit- 
ed, when they ſtripped themſelves before the en- 
gagement, telling their officers, That they ſhould ei- 
ther have no need of cloaths, or get betler ones in a little 
time. And I cannot forbear to mention my brave 
friend colonel Bathwick, though Providence did not 
ſee fit that he ſhould ſurvive the action. 

have mentioned but a few of many; for I pre- 
tend not to take the hiſtorian's taſk upon me. And 
therefore I have not mentioned the great and noble 
duke of Ormond, nor the daring and brave Lord 
Cutts, &c. for it were endleſs to mention all. 
| And, upon the ſame ſcore, I have confined my- 
ſelf to thoſe of the noble Britifh Jie; leaving others 
to celebrate the great prince Eugene of Savoy; the il- 
luſtrious prince Lewis of Baden, and the brave and 
gallant Overquerque; together with innumerable 
more, concerned with them in the ſame common 
caule of liberty ; ſuch as the excellent prince of Heſſe 
Caſſel, the noble young prince of Frieſland, and that 
experienced officer general Hompeſh, &c. as like- 
wiſe thoſe that have been aiding to the common 
cauſe elſewhere, ſuch as the brave prince of Heſſe 
Darmſtadt, and the bold count Nerigen, his conſtant 
companion; though both of them were ſo unfortu- 
nate as to be early cut off in the quarrel. 47 92 
But now that I have mentioned them, let us 
caſt our eyes upon Spain. There alſo 1 would have 
deſcribed the young king (after ſeeing her Majeſty 
here) ſafely wafted over to Liſbon. He ſhould next 
be ſeen, arrived at Barcelona, animating the inhabi- 
. tants by his preſence. The heroical Pejerboroygh, at 
the head of his Cai/ans, ſhould appear next, break- 
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ing in upon the French army, like lightning open- 
ing it's way through a thick cloud, and ſcattering 
and diſpelling the ſame. And then let the French 
be repreſented flying in the dark, whilſt the eclip/ed 
ſun turns day into night, Md adds to the conſterna- 
tion and terror of their precipitant flight. Nor 
ought any of thoſe gallant officers to be omitted, whoſe 
courage and bravery was ſo uſeful to the common 
fafety ; ſuch. as that excellent officer, /ieutenant-ge- 
neral Cunningham, and the noble Lord Dannegal. 

But that great general and ſtateſman, the earl 
of Galloway, deſerves a peculiar repreſentation by 
himſelf, whilſt contending with dithculties , on all 
hands, and yet turning them about with ſuch. ad- 
dreſs and prudence, as ſtill to force his way for- 
ward to the heart of Spain, whilſt the duke of Ber- 
wick 18 glad to retire betore him, and the Spaniſh 
cities are as glad to have ſo fair an opportunity of 
being under his protection. | 

And while we mind the ſoldiers by land, let us 
not forget our brave and daring mariners by. lea. 
Let Sir George Rook have his due praiſe.; nor let that 
excellent ſeaman Sir Fames Wiſhart be forgot. Let 
the bold and brave Sir Cloudfley Shovel be celebrated 
as he juſtly deſerves. Let Sir Jahn Leak, whoſe con- 
duct deſerves the praiſe of all men, be honoured ac- 
cordingly ; together with his faithful aſſiſtants, ad- 
miral Bing and commodore Walker. 

But it were an endlels work, as I have already 
ſaid, ſo much as to name all, Nor have I men- 
tioned theſe few exclufively of others, but becauſe 
they lay more level to my intormation. 

All therefore that I need ſay, by way of apo- 
logy, in caſe of any miſtake, of any ſort, is this; 
that I thought it duty, to take ſome ſuch notice of 
our heroes and great Men, 3s might be an incentive 
to others, to do them more juſtice, than my more 
narrow capacity and circumitances allow me to do. 


5 But 
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But, whatever my omiſſions may have been, 1 
aſſert this; ; that it is a great honour for any man, to 
have had the leaſt hand in bringing about the late 
glorious revolution, or in maintaining and promot- 
ing the ends thereof ſince: 

As therefore it was the peculiar mark of ho- 
nour, that was put upon David's worthies (as it is 
taken notice of here in the text) That they were he 
men that were aſſiſting to the making him king, and that 
Secured him upon the throne afier be was ſuch; fo 1 
look upon it, as an eminent part of the character of 
our preſent heroical officers by ſea and land, that 
they are firm and faithful Revolulion-men, 1. e. true 
to the Queen, the National Conſtitution, and the 
liberty and property of the ſubjects, in oppoſition 
to the Romiſh religion, and a French and arbitrary 
government. 

And, as David's worthies, by acting accord- 
ing to this principle, and for theſe ends, are ſaid 79 
have firengthened themſelves, in ſtrengthening him, as 
arriving Io honour, places of truſt, grandeur and riches, 
by fo doing; lo it is my ſincere wiſh, that all our 
Revolution-Patriots may be thus rewarded ; and I am 
ſure I can ſee the preferment of ſuch deſerving per- 
ſons, without any envying them as to either the 
honour or emoluments, which ſome of them do ſo 
amply enjoy, and which I think they do as well 
deſerve. 

But now, it is high time to have done with this 
fecond head of this diſcourle, in order to my ſaying 
fomething likewiſe to the third and laſt, which is 
that of, | 
III. The providence of God, in relation both 

to David and his worthies. 
Having run out ſo far upon the former heads; L 
Mall labour ſtudiouſly to be ſhort here. 

{ ſhall not — ſay any thing in relation to 
wa nature or properties of providence in general, 

| ſeeing. 
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ſeeing, beſides, that this would be improper at this 
time, and would ſwell my diſcourſe roo much ; 
ye may eaſily have recourſe to abundance of treatiſes, 
| Where this ſubject is largely and learnedly handled. 
Nor ſhall I run out in a recapitulation of all 
thoſe memorable appearances of God for and about 
David, in the many and ſignal preſervations and der 
liverances he met with, and the remarkable things 
which were pertormed by the hand of, God, which 
was ſo eminently preſent both with him and others, | 
during his illuſtrious reign. 

All therefore that I ſhall ſay here ſhall be ſum- 
med up in this one obſervation ; 

That how honourable and illuſtrious ſoever the 
inſtruments may be, that God makes uſe of, 
for the good of his church and people, or any 
community of them, flill we are obliged to 
aſcribe every ſucceſs to God himſelf, in the 
firſt place. 

This is ſo certain and unconteſted a propoſition, 
in itſelf, that 1 cannot think but that every man, 
that owns the being of a God, and much more every 
one, of whatever denomination, that owns the 
Chriſtian religion, muſt immediately aſſent to, and 
- heartily and intirely fall in with, 

And I think the words of our text are ſuch a 
proof of it's being univerſally owned in David's time, 
as nothing can be more, ſeeing this is given, as the 
only principal cauſe of all David's felicity. For, 
jf the firſt part of the words be caſt into the form of 
a queſtion, thus; Hot came David /o wax /till greater 

greater ? Whence had he this conſtant flux of 
ſucceſs, at the ſame time that 7be houſe of Saul waxed 
Treaker and weaker # The next part of the words is ag 
anſwer, without any the leaſt alteration. How came 


he ſo to increaſe, do you ſay? Why, he . of Ho ofts 


Was with him. 
FC God haye a mind to raiſe or ruin a man, 3 


tamil I. 


80 THE DIVINE RIGHT 


family; or nation, who is there that can hinder him ? 
For, as Elibu ſaid emphatically of old; When be 
giveth quietineſs, who then can make trouble? And when 
he bidetb his face, who then can behold him, whether it 
be done againſt a nal ion, or againſt a man only? 

As therefore David himſelf, and all the T/raelites 
of old agreed in this, as an unconteſted principle, 
That God was the chief author and efficient of that 
ancient revolution, and all thoſe bleſſings that attend- 
ed David and his family, and ſucceſſors, and the na- 
| tion in general: ſo let us give the ſupreme praiſe of 
all our mercies, ſince the firſt dawn of the late re- 
" wolution in November 5, 1688, to God only. 

It was his own hand that began it, and carried 
at on. 

It was he that preſerved and delivered the late 
king in ſo many dangers. | 

It was he that bleſſed us with ſo excellent a 
queen. 

It was he that delivered her in ſo many dan- 
gers ; that has reſtored her to ſuch a degree of health 
as ſhe now enjoys; and that gives us the joyful 
proſpect of a further confirmation that way. 

It is he that directs her heart, and aſſiſts her 
counſels ; that has endued her with wiſdom to know 
what our 1fae/ ought to do; that fills her with 

goodneſs, clemency, and juſtice, in ſo eminent a 
manner; and that makes her the darling of all her 
good ſubjects, and even of mankind in general. 

It is he that has given ſuch eminent ſucceſs to 
her arms, and thoſe of her allies by ſea and land. 

It is he that has yet preſerved to her and us 
that pious and excellent prince, that lies in her bo- 
ſom, though ſo often threatened by ſickneſs. 

It is he that has given ſuch eminent qualifica- 
tions to that noble prince the duke of Marlborough ; 

that directed him ſo early to prefer the public good 


before 
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before all other conſiderations, and encouraged him 
to embark with the firſt upon tbe revolution-bottom ; 
and that has covered his head in the day of battle, 
and ſo remarkably ſaved him to be further uſeful; 
And therefore both he, and all of us, have reaſon to 
uſe the words of David, when he piouſly and grate- 
fully aſcribes all his happineſs and ſucceſs to God 
only. * Bleſſed be the Lord, my ſtrengib, who teacheth 
my hands to war, aud my fingers to fight, &c. It is he 
that giveth victory (ſo the word is in the Hebrew, 
which we render falvation) 4 kings, and who deli- 
vereth David his ſervant from the burtful ſword. | 
And this was perhaps rarely ever to be taken 
notice of more than in the late glorious victory at 
Rammilly, where God ſaved this great captain once 
and again in the moſt remarkable manner. And 
though no man can pretend to have any thing like 
an equal honour with him in the victory; yet, even 
this is.to be principally aſcribed to the Supreme Ge- 
neral himſelf, who is the Lord of armies. And I can. 
not but upon this occaſion, and to this purpoſe, take 
notice of a paſſage in a letter, written from a friend 
of mine, who ſaw the action, and gives one of the 
beſt accounts of it that I. have yet ſeen. In ibis 
extraordinary viclory, ſays he, there is one thing fur- 
ther that is extraordinary; that there is not a ſentinel. 
nor officer, that I bear of, in our army, that does not im- 
Pulte it to_the over-ruling providence of God, and ſay, 
That ſo cheap a vittory could never have been oblained, 
but by the extraordinary aſſiſtance of God. "at 
And, if God ought to be looked upon as the 
principal efficient in this, as well as in all the ſignal 
mercies which we have been bleſſed with ſince the 
revolution; I am ſure it is to him likewiſe that we 
ought to aſcribe all our ſucceſſes elſewhere. 
For we muſt be wilfully blind if we do not ſee 
his hand eminently appearing for us, both in Spain 
and Portugal. [: 
WW: „ Was 
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Was it not he that ddivered Gibraltar into out 
hands, and that preſerved it ever fince? 
Was it not he that beat back the French fleet, 
under the Cont de T houluſe, and ſo retarded the mo- 
tions of the enemy, as to give us time to come to 
the relief of Barcelona? And was it not he that con- 
ducted our ſhips ſafe, that animated the Calilans un- 
der ſo many diſcouragements ; ; and that enabled the 
earl of Fm to do ſuch wonders. with ſo few 
men: 
- e was it not he that directed the earl of Ga. 

y, to act ſo ſteady and prudent a part under ſo 

— difficulties? and that preſerved his army, and 
gave them ſuch ſucceſs, during all their long and 
tedious march? : 
And here, ſeeing God is pleaſed to give evi- 
dences of himſelf, and his ſpecial prefence, at cer- 
fain times; by ſome pecuhar congruities; I cannot 
but take notice of hre ſuch here, which, how little 
foever they may ſeem to be to ſome, when conſi- 
dered ſlightly, yet are not, I think, to. be paſſed over 
in ſilence. 

I The firſt is, The willy of time, as it wete 
by divine concert, betwee the defeat of the French 
at Rammilly, and before Barcelona ; the firſt being 
upon the 12th day of May, old ſtile ; and the öther 
8 5 the 12th of May, new ſtile; as if God deſigned 
to have men to put a peculiar mark on that = as. 
che day of God's beginning to cut France ſhort of 
his deſigns, in order to humble that proud and 
bloody perſecutor, ſeeing he has thus obliged both 
thoſe "6 uſe the old ſtile, and thoſe that aſe the 


new, to calculate * the begun declenſion of France, 
from a 12th day of May. | | = | 


* Some may perhaps take occafion hence to tell 
by this, I own that I was miſtaken in my diſcourſe on the = 
velation, when I gave it as my opinion, that the begun declen- 
fron of France was not to be until the year 1717, or thereabouts.. 
To which I anſwer; 1ſt. That feeing I propoſed to affert no- 
thing in that or the lite matters; but propoſed my 3 of 
ure 
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The ſecond obſervation that I make, is this, 
That the great battle of Rammilly was fought upon 
a Lord's 
Future time and events, as gueſſes or conjettures only; all that 
can be inferred is this, That I gueſſed a little wide of the mat- 
ter. And if I did, 10 or 14 years is no ſuch great matter, And 
I can honeltly ſay, that I could heartily wiſh I were yet more 
miſtaken; and ſhould rejoice, if inſtead of a begun declenſion of 
France, this preſent year might alſo bring about it's total reduction ; 
nay, and, if it might ſo pleaſe God, the final ſubverſion even of 
the papacy itſelf. N 
But, 2dly. What if my apocalyptical conjectures upon this 
head be not ſo diflonant with what I now. ſay, as even this 
comes to. For though I did ſuppoſe, that the houſe of Bourbon 
was eminently repreſented by the ſun, yet I ſaid alſo, that the 
houſe of Auſtria was equally included, nay, I added, that I did 
not mean theſe 4 of other pop1ſh princes, page 65. So that 
I meant, that the fourth wal in general was not fully to be 
poured out upon theſe families, until the year 1717, which is 
uite another thing, than a particular humiliation of one of 
thoſs princes. For, though I did ſuppole, that the French king 
might be principally intended to be meant by the ſun, p. 72. 
yet I never propoſed him as the only perſon, er his kingdom 
as the only kingdom repreſented this way. So that this year, 
1706, may begin his declenſion, and yet the vial not be fully 
poured out, either upon him, or upon the, other E princes 
and dominions (all which I take in together with him under this 
vial, until anno 1717.) What I ſaid particularly as to the de- 
clenſion of France, was in theſe words; It is true, he Ci. e. the 
French king) ſeems now to have got more glory than ever, by the ac- 
ceſſion of his grandſon to the Spaniſh monarchy ; but then, this is by 
an ecliple upon the Auſtrian family, which ts expired in the firſt 
branch thereof. And who knows, but this advancement may lay the 
foundation of the ruin or decay of the French power, by exhauſting 
that kingdom, both as to men and wat 7 in defence of a weak mo 
narchy, p. 66. And in this, I am ſure, I have not been miſ- 
taken, as the event ſhews, But after all this, what if the time 
ſhould come, when Britain may be forced to engage in a new 
alliance, to reduce the Houſe of Auſtria, as it has been for ſo 
many years labouring to reduce France ? which may give date 
to a new period of this fourth vial, that I reckon we are now un- 
Yer. The ſuppoſition is not impoſſible, nor ſo much as impre- 
| Þable; for what has been, may be again. It is our wiſdom cer- 
tainly, if poſſible, to keep both ſo, as that they may juſt bal- 
.aJance one another, and ſo, that neither of them may ever be able 
to wreſt the ballance out of the hands of the Britifh N 3 
where it can only be ſafe for the good of the Proteſtant 


churches, and. Europe in general, as well as of ourſelves in par- 
ticular, | L 2 
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a Lord's day, being Whitſunday this year, and that 
the French king, who takes the ſun for his device, had 
his army broken, not only on that day, but at or 
near that time of the day, when all good Proteſtants 
were engaged in hearty prayers to God, for ſucceſs 
and victory to them. For it was during the ſtated 
rime of. publick worſhip, in the afternoon that day, 
that God decided the victory for us, and againſt the 
enemy. And thus, while the hands of M̃ſes were 
lifted up, our Zo/bua and Iſraeliliſß forces prevailed, 
and the French Amalekites were defeated. 

And, thirdly, it is likewiſe memorable, that 
the Hench ſhould have been obliged to raiſe the ſiege 
of Barcelona, and have been in full march from 
thence, juſt as that great eclipſe of the ſun happen- 
ed (which was indeed conſiderable with us, but 
much greater with them). I cannot but take occa- 
ſion here to ſet down the words of prince Lichenſlein, 
relating to this occurrence, as we find them in his 
letter to count de Goes, the emperor's envoy to the States 
General, which was dated at Barcelona, May 12. S. N. 
being the very day that the ſiege was raiſed, and the 
ecliple happened. What is remarkable, ſays he, 
(though according 19 the courſe of the planets, there is no 
miracle in it) is, That this morning, about a quarter afler 
nine a clock, when the enemy's army was in full march 
and confuſion, the ſun' was eclipſed for ſix minutes, ſo 
that the day losked like night. Thus the crown of France, 
which has the ſun for it's device, leſes us force before 
Barcelona; and muſt, at laſt, reflore to the king and 
lateful ſovereign of Spain, all the monarchy uſurped 'by 
BIS aw) | i a 

I ſhall make no other obſervation upon theſe 
words than this, That he looks upon that eclipſe to 
be remarkable, at the ſame time that he ſays it was 
no miracle, but only the effect or conſequent. of the 
natural courſe of the planets. And I ſuppoſe no- 
body, that is acquainted with a/fronomy, will diſpute 

8 | "the 
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the latter; nor any that conſider the circumſtances 
of the French at that time, quarrel with him for the 
former ; eſpecially, ſeeing the ſun is the device of 
this French king, as all men know. But then a 
queſtion will ariſe, How that ſhould, in any ſenſe, 
be looked upon as an emblematical or premonitory 
ſign of future events, as that prince reckons this to 
be, of Spain's being reſtored to it's rightful prince? 
for, if it be wholly natural, then it cannot be looked 
upon, ſay aſtronomical men, as a premonitory ſign ; 
and if it be ſuppoſed to be ſuch, we muſt alſo ſup- 
poſe that this was a miraculous eclipſe, ſuch as that 
which fell out when our Saviour died ; whereas this 
was but an ordinary one, that muſt have happened, 
though there had been no ſiege of Barcelona. | 
In order to anſwer this difficulty, and to vindi- 

cate the worqs of this prince, and to ſhew their con- 
ſiſtency, I make this one rational ſuppoſition, That 
the infinitely wiſe God, who is both the author of 
nature, and the ſupreme ruler of men, might eafily . 
ſo contrive the one, from a foreſight of the occur- 
rences that relate to the other, as that eclipſes, co- 
mets, and earthquakes, and the like things, (how 
natural ſoever otherwiſe) might be ſo adjuſted, in re- 
ference to remarkable revolutions among men, as 
that they ſhould deſerve our obſervation, and be 
rationally looked upon as premonitory ſigns, as much 
ſometimes, and in ſome reſpects, as if they had been 
really miraculous. And I am ſo far from thinking 
that this is a precarious ſuppoſition, that I do truly 
believe that it is fuch a one, as is naturally, if not 
alſo neceſſarily, deducible from the very notion of 
God, as infinitely wiſe and perfect. For how can 
we otherwiſe believe, * That all God's works, and all 
- occurrences whatſoever, are known Io him from the be- 
ginning of the cworlds 5 

No wonder then f all wiſe hiſtorians, in all 
ages, 


2 Ats 25, 18. 


6 
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ages, have taken notice of ſuch things as remarka- 

ble. For indeed, we cannot but obſerve in many of 

them, ſuch an adjuſtment of SOUP, as plaine 
d 1 
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ly ſuppoſe a deſigned contrivance. And I am ſure 
the ſcripture doth altogether run upon ſuch a ſup- 
poſition. And. therefore our Lord ſpeaks of ſome 
eclipſes of the ſun and moon, and other the like 
things, * ſuch as great ſtorms and inundations of the 
ſea, as premonitory ſigns of approaching calamities. 
And the apoſtle f Peter ſays the ſame out of the pro- 
phet I Joel, whoſe words. he applies this way. And 
therefore when || Mo/es ſays, that the ſun, moon and 
ſtars, were not only made to be lights or luminaries 
to this world, and appointed to be the meaſures of 
the /ca/ons, viz. ſpring, ſummer, autumn, and win- 
ter, as well as the rule of adjuſting days and years, 
by their diurnal and annual motion; but fays 


likewiſe, that they were created to be /n: I can- — 


not think that he meant only to ſay, that they were 
to be ſigns of the weather, but alſo premonitory — 
ſigns ſometimes, by their extraordinary alpecis ; 


though I am very far, at the ſame time, from think- -- 


ing that this lays any ſuch foundation for aſtrological 
calculations as ſome pretend. For all I aim ar is, 
that the ſuppoſition I mentioned is agreeable both to 
reaſon and revelation. 75 | 
Were it not for fear of being tedious, I might 
inſiſt upon ſeveral other congruities or obſervables of 
the like import with the three which I have juſt now 
mentioned, E. G. Is it not memorable, that the bat- 
tle of Rammilly ſhould happen to be in the ſame place, 
and almoſt upon the ſame ſpot, where the duke of 
Marlborougb had deſigned to have attacked the 
French, and broke through their lines laſt year, had 
others been of the ſame mind with himſelf; which 
he modeſtly inſinuates to the Sales General, when, 
f uke 2. 255 Sc. + Acts 2, 19, 20. 1 Joel 2.31. 
Gen. 1. 14, 15. "At | 
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in his letter from Louvain, dated May 25, 1706, he 
ſpeaks thus; 1 give my/elf the honour 10 write this lei- 
ter from Louvain, where I have a long time wiſhed to be, 
for the gobd of the common cauſe. (3 4: 

And how remarkable are ſeveral circumſtances 
relating to the ſiege of  Oftend, (to paſs by other 
actions) viz. I. That God ſhould ſo diſpirit the gar- 
riſon, that the count de la Mothe ſhould be forced to 
own it to have been ſuch as ſeemed not to proceed 
from any natural cauſe, but was as if they had been 
under a kind of witchcraft. 2. That a thick fogg, 
of three days continuance, ſhould favour our men in 
their making their approaches. 3. That the town 
ſhould be ſurrendered in ten days, from the opening 
of the trenches, and in five after the batteries were 
Finiſhed ; whep it had formerly ſtood out againſt a 
brave general, and *renewed armies for above three 
years, three months, and three weeks; inſomuch that 
the beſiegers loſt almoſt 73 thouſand men before ir, 
as it_ had been a grave to 7o thouſand of thoſe that 
defended it. Let me add this remark; 4. That 
whilſt we were returning thanks to God for other 
ſucceſſes, June 27, our army had the ſatis faction to 
ſee the garriſon march out the ſame day, the articles 
having Wa ſigned very late the night before. 

But now. I have done, not only with this obſer. 
vation, but with the whole of what I propoſed to ſay 
from our text, and the ſeveral heads which it runs 
upon... 4 


- 
4 1 


All therefore that I have to do further, is, to 
wind up this. diſcourſe. in a concluſive application, 
being, | 7 
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| AN. | 
ADDRESS 
' TOALL THOSE THAT READ THIS TREATISE. 


Mx Frienvs, 


T Hatever our different ſentiments or denomi- 
nations may be, I hope we are all agreed in 
the firſt and common principles of natural and re- 
vealed religion. And I am ſure, if we own theſe, 
and are concerned to live accordingly, no man will 
have any juſt reaſon to cenſure me, either upon the 
account of what I have ſaid, (at leaſt as to the main 
of what 1 have treated of) or for what I am about 
ro ſay further in inviting all men purſuant to what 
precedes. 

I. To honour the queen. 

II. To eſteem thoſe who have done eminent ſer- 
vice to the public, according to the degree 
and conſequences of their actions. 

III. And yet to praiſe and celebrate the ſupreme 
+." God, above all, as the principal efficient of 
our mercies and ſucceſſes. 

I. Honour the queer; who is ſuch a pattern of 
piety and goodneſs to all her ſubjects; who acts as 
the true mother of her people, and for, and by whom, 
our good God has done ſo much for theſe nations, 
and Europe in general. 

If God honour her, ſure we ought. And if the 
| Lord of armies be with her ; let us be encouraged ro 
hope' for further ſucceſſes to her arms, and. thoſe of 
her allies, engaged with her in the ſame glorious 
cauſe of common liberty. 

For theſe ends, let your prayers go up inceſ- 
Lanny. to Heayen for her derer en; that ſhe may 

be 
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be more and more the care of God Almighty, en- 
dued with the bigheſt and greateſt meaſures of the 
truly regal ſpirit, in order to do juſtice and judg= 
ment to all men, and to know, upon every occur- 
rence, what ought to be done; that, ſhe may be ſtill 
more and more the darling of her e I and all 
men; and that thus ſhe may be bleſſed with all 
bleſſings, ſpiritual and temporal, in relation both io 
this preſent life and world, and that which 18s to 
come. 
And as for ſuch, of you, as do confrientiooſly 
and therefore involuntarily diſſent: from the.eſtabliſh< 
ed church; let me heg you, not only to be loyal, as ye 
have always been, but ſo to ſignalize yourſelves. this 
*way in your ſeveral ſtations, as. thus effectually to 
refute the many, lies and calumaies of your enemies; 
that it may be een, that all the noiſe raiſed againſt 
vo on Ws head ariſes, wholly from Ignorance or 
. malice. 
-. . However, have a gare of imitating, ſuch men, 
by undecent words or actions. They are the objects 
of your pity rather than hatred. Return them goad 
for evil, according to your Maſter's rule, and p 
for their being bleſſed with a better informed — 1 
and more Chriſtian temper; that inſtead of char 
ſpirit that now acts them, which is ® earthly, /enfuat, 
and devil if, they may, through the Divine goodneſs 
come at length to be brought under the influences of 
that woijſdam which is from above, which is firſt pure, 
5 1 then peaceable, gentle, and caſy to be intreated, full of 
oY 2 good. fruits, without Part ialily, and without 
r 
mine + Eſteem thoſe alſo, and honour them. in their 
ſeveral ſtations, who are not only honoured by the 
ſovereign, by being. raiſed. to eminent ſtations, and 
entruſted. 125 her with publick concerns; but who 
e ore: likewiſe oy; A qwned and ho- 


NM noured 
„mes g. 15. | + Ver. 27. 
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__— by God, to do ſignal ſervices for the publick 
| I need not name particular perſons, ſeeing all 
men know to whom theſe nations owe moſt this way. 
Let me therefore only ſay, That as it is our duty to 
honour their names and*memories for what they have 
done already, ſo to pray earneſtly for them for the 
future; that they may not only be preſerved in time 
of danger, and in the day of battle; but may be 
made yet more inſtrumental to ſave theſe nations, 
and the Proteſtant churches every where, from the 
bloody deſigns of the common enemy; that France 
may be humbled and reduced to it's old limits; and 
that the ballance of Europe may ever be held by the 
ſovereiga of Great Britain, | A 
And while we remember the military heroes, 
let us not forget thoſe illuſtrious and noble patriots 
of their country's honour and intereſt, by whoſe 
wiſe counſels and determinations the funds of money 
flow in; by which our ſovereign is capacitated to 
alt for the common cauſe ; and by which our armies 
and fleets are ſupported and encouraged to do ſuch 
great things. . &! rr pipe ng oe 
And, ina ſpecial manner, thoſe ought ever to 
be mentioned with honour and eſteem, who have ſo 
_ geterouſly, unweariedly, and ſucceſsfully encountered 
the ill deſigns of thoſe, who have ſo long, and ſo in- 
duſtriouſly laboured to embroil us at home, by ſet- 
ting Proteſtants together by the ears, in order to 
pave the way for Popiſh idolatry and French ſlavery. 
Thoſe truly. Chriſtian #//ops ought therefore to be 
celebrated in the firſt place, who gave ſuch evidence 
of their being really poſſefſed of the genuine idea af 
the Chriſtian' religion, and as really under it's in- 
fluence, as an inward governing 4 when 
they oppoſed the confining it to one incloſure, how 
excellent ſoever in their own opinion. Nor ought 
the temporal lords to have leſs reſpect from all good 
* a 5 38 3 5 "> | > | men, 
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men, who wiſely ſaw the ſnare and danger, and did 
| 1 honeſtly and bravely break and prevent the 
lame. n FT | 
Let all thoſe. therefore be honoured and praiſ- 
ed, and the rather, that they are ſo unjuſtly abuſed 
and ſcandalized by Jacobite Memorialifts, for doing 
— ſuch eminent ſervice, both to the queen, by buoying 
up her juſt charaQter ; to the church, both by putting 
her out of danger, and making it plain that ſhe was 
fo, whilſt under ſo excellent and uniform a govern- 
ment; to the nation, by keeping them from quarrel- 
ling at home; and to Europe, by carrying on the war 
effectually and ſucceſsfully. | Wb 
III. But, yet my friends, let us have a care of 
' terminating ultimately upon men. When therefore 
ye have given mortals their due, let your mind be 
elevated towards the great God himſelf. He in- 
deed grudges not a ſubordinate honour to men; but 
he claims the ſupreme honour himſelf, and it were 
idolatry to give it to any o ter. 
He were a very monſter of nature, and worſe, 
in this reſpect, than a Caligula or Nero, who ſhould 
(in our day, and whilſt the mind of God is fo clearly 
diſcovered) arrogate to himſelf the ſupreme honour 
of any. one ſucceſsful action, from a phantaſtical hu- 
mour, or vain-glorious opinion of himſelf. And 
yet, if ever any man came near to ſuch a degree of 
pride, thoſe princes muſt be ſuppoſed to be guilty 
this way, who have aſſumed titles to themſelves too 
high for mortals, and patronized thoſe who have be- 
ſtowed even the higheſt upon them. And ſecing 
the preſent French king has exceeded ſo much this 
way, we hope, that the great God, who is jealous of 
his honour, and will not give it to another, will yer 
further write a Mene Teke! againſt him, for the re- 
lief of ſo many innocents, who are ſo cruelly op- 
preſſed by him. | 
Let us therefore, as ever we would have on 
lor 
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for us, be concerned to manifeſt aur gratixode to qur 
great, kind, and ſovereign Lord, | by A grails 
'of what he has done, both for the 2860 of theſe. 
tions, of Europe in general, and. of ourſelves in — 
ticular; and by ſuch acts of obedience, as may begr 
evidence of our ſincerity this way; as rememberin 
that as ingratitude upon the one hand may 1 2 | 
God to deſert and puniſſi us, ſo thankſgiving for 
merc ies received, is materially a prayer for new 
'mercies, and is likely to be an effectual means to 
procure them, as well as to continue thoſe which we 
enjoy already. _ 

And now, my friends, ſeeing we know our 
duty, what remains but that, we ſhould make it our 
buſineſs to live accordingly. Which may the, FR. 
and gracious God aſſiſt us to do, for the ſake o bi 
beloved Son, and our dear Redeemer; that we 
act log the future as becomes thoſe Abe are unde 
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